
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Albany, New York 

September 11, 2022 
Service of Worship 10:00 AM  



WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH AT WORSHIP 
The Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

⌘ ⌘ ⌘ 

 

WE ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME 
 

(Let the notes of our Prelude be the musical curtain through which we pass as we gather to worship together. Let 
the preparation we make together be prayerful.) 

 
Prelude “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” Arr. Victor Labenske 
 
Call to Worship (Psalm 95:1-2)                       Carolyn Smith                                                                                                    

One: O come, let us sing to the Lord 
and shout with joy to the rock of our salvation! 
 
All:  Let us come into God’s presence with thanksgiving, 
singing joyful songs of praise.  

 
Opening Hymn #475 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing NETTLETON 
 
 
Prayer of Confession                       Carolyn Smith
  
One:  Let us now confess our sins, trusting in God's boundless mercy and grace. 
 
All:  Merciful God, 
  in your gracious presence 
  we confess our sin and the sin of this world. 
  Although Christ is among us as our peace, 
  we are a people divided against ourselves 
  as we cling to the values of a broken world. 
  The profit and pleasures we pursue 
  lay waste the land and pollute the seas. 
  The fears and jealousies that we harbor 
  set neighbor against neighbor 
  and nation against nation. 
 

  We abuse your good gifts of imagination and freedom, 
  of intellect and reason, 
  and have turned them into bonds of oppression. 
 

  Lord, have mercy upon us; 
  heal and forgive us. 
  Set us free to serve you in the world 
  as agents of your reconciling love in Jesus Christ. 

(Time of silence) 
 
Assurance of Forgiveness                       Carolyn Smith 
One: Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. 
 The old life has gone; a new life has begun. 
 Know that you are forgiven and be at peace. 

All: Amen. 



Passing The Peace  Carolyn Smith
  
Words of Welcome       Rev. Heather Kirk-Davidoff 
 
The Baptism of Macen Adonis Newell 
 
Pastor to the congregation:  Do you, as members of the church of Jesus Christ,  
promise to guide and nurture Macen by word and deed, with love and prayer?  (We do.) 
 
Will you encourage him to know and follow Christ and to be a faithful member of his church?  (We will.) 
 
Welcome From Our Ecumenical Witnesses:  Joe and Margot Phillips, Journey United Church of Christ 
 
We welcome this child who is baptized today into the wider fellowship of Christ's church. We come representing 
different communities of faith, and we also come in the name of the church, for scripture tells us that there is "one 
Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of us all, who is above all and through all and in all." The whole of 
Christianity joins with this congregation in rejoicing today at the baptism of Macen Adonis. We join in surrounding this 
child and his family with our prayers in Christian love. 

WE PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD 

Prayer for Illumination                        Carolyn Smith  
      

One: God of All Power, 
 Open our ears, our eyes, and our hearts with a spirit of wisdom and revelation. 
 Help us to hear your voice, to see your ways, and to receive with joy your truth. 
 In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 
Scripture Reading    Luke 15:1-10 

 
Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him.  And the Pharisees and the scribes were 
grumbling and saying, "This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them."  So he told them this parable: 
 
"Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness 
and go after the one that is lost until he finds it? When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. And 
when he comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, 'Rejoice with me, for I have found 
my sheep that was lost.' Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over 
ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance. 
 
"Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a lamp, sweep the house, and search 
carefully until she finds it? When she has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, 'Rejoice with 
me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.' Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over 
one sinner who repents."  

 
Sermon “Freed From a Narrow Place”     Rev. Heather Kirk-Davidoff 
 
Piano Meditation “Just As I Am, Without One Plea” Arr. Cindy Berry 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

Gathering Celebrations and Concerns 
 



Prayer Hymn #442 Just As I Am, without One Plea WOODWORTH
  

Prayers of the People   
 
The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom  
and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

Blessing the Backpacks of our Children and Youth 
 

Offering                                                                                                                                                         Carolyn Smith
  

WE ARE SENT IN GOD’S NAME 
 

Closing Hymn #649 Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound AMAZING GRACE 
 
 

Charge and Benediction  Rev. Heather Kirk-Davidoff 
 

Postlude “Amazing Grace” Arr. Victor Labenske 
 

Victor Labenske Information: 
Victor Labenske (b. 1963) is professor of music at Point Loma Nazarene University in San Diego, California, where he teaches courses in piano, 
music theory, and composition. A summa cum laude graduate of PLNU, he earned his Master's degree in piano performance at the University of 
Missouri-Kansas City Conservatory of Music and a Doctor of Musical Arts in piano performance at the University of Southern California. Dr. 
Labenske’s compositional output of over 500 published works includes: sacred piano arrangements in various styles, educational piano music, 
music for violin and piano, music for voice and piano, and music for handbells. Dr. Labenske remains active as a concert artist both as soloist and 
as a collaborative performer. 
 
Cindy Berry Information: 
Cindy Woods Berry was born in Houston, Texas, started studying piano at age six, and attended Houston Baptist University. She is a 
composer/arranger of sacred choral anthems for all voicings, for children's anthems, and piano collections for several major publishers. She 
frequently serves as choral and keyboard clinician, and leads "composer weekends" and various workshops throughout the country. Her goal as 
a musician is to always present her music as an offering of worship to God, and to help lead others in worshiping and praising God too. She has 
been the recipient of ASCAP Special Awards for many years. Cindy currently lives in Killeen, Texas, where husband Bruce is Minister of Music at 
First Baptist Church, and where she serves as a pianist and children's choir director. 

 
We welcome Darhon Rees-Rohrbacher as this week’s guest musician  
 
Permission to reprint and stream the copyrighted music in this service is obtained from ONE LICENSE  
#A-700692, CCLI Streaming License #21525228 and/or CCLI Reprint #21525211. All rights reserved. 
    
Stay in Touch with Westminster 
● Visit our website: www.wpcalbany.org  
● Like us on Facebook:  Westminster Presbyterian Church Albany  
● Get weekly news email messages by providing a current email address to the church office at 

office@wpcalbany.org or calling (518) 436-8544  
● For more about Westminster’s online communications, please contact us:  communications@wpcalbany.org 

  

http://www.wpcalbany.org/
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