A\

WESTMINSTER

Presbyterian Church

Albany, New York

April 30, 2023 ~ The Fourth Sunday of Easter
Service of Worship 10:00 a.m.



g6 J6 It

Welcome to Westminster! We’re glad you’re here.

e If you're visiting us this morning, we would love to meet you and greet you! We invite you to fill out the

Welcome Card in the pew and put it in the offering plate or hand it to an usher in the back.

e After worship, please join us downstairs as we continue our fellowship at coffee hour. We gather in the hall
located directly under our sanctuary. Stairs are located on either side of the State Street entrance to our
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WE ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME

(Let the notes of our Opening Prelude be the musical curtain through which we pass as we gather to worship

together. Let the preparation we make together be prayerful.)

Prelude “Home Across the River”

X?} Call to Worship

The Lord is risen! Alleluia! Luke 24:34
Alleluia! The Lord is risen indeed!

ﬂ Opening Hymn #249 Because You Live, O Christ

Call to Confession

The Lord says: Come. Revelation 22:17
Let anyone who wishes take the water of life as a gift.
Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sin.

Prayer of Confession

Almighty God,

in raising Jesus from the grave,

you shattered the power of sin and death.
We confess that we remain captive to doubt and fear,
bound by the ways that lead to death.
We overlook the poor and the hungry,
and pass by those who mourn;

we are deaf to the cries of the oppressed,
and indifferent to calls for peace;

we despise the weak,

and abuse the earth you made.

Victor Labenske

John Bossung

John Bossung

John Bossung



Forgive us, God of mercy.

Help us to trust your power

to change our lives and make us new,

that we may know the joy of life abundant
given in Jesus Christ, the risen Lord.

Declaration of Forgiveness Acts 2:17, 21
Hear the good news of God’s promise:
| will pour out my Spirit on all flesh.
Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.
In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!
Thanks be to God.

Passing The Peace
Words of Welcome
WE PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD

Choral Anthem My Feet Are Tired, But My Soul Is Resting
Aleecea Denton, soloist

My feet are tired, but my soul is resting.
I'm walking for the glory of the Lord. Hallelujah!
I'm walking for the glory of the Lord.

My feet are worn, but my soul is shining...

My feet cry out, but my soul is singing!...

/?2 Prayer for lllumination

Living God, with joy we celebrate

the presence of your risen Word.
Enliven our hearts by your Holy Spirit
so that we may proclaim the good news
of eternal and abundant life;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

John Bossung

Rev. Heather Kirk-Davidoff

Shawn Kirchner
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TT-I- 1 Scripture John 10:1-10

Very truly, | tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and
a bandit. The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and
the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has brought out all his own,
he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. They will not follow a stranger, but
they will run from him because they do not know the voice of strangers."

Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them.

So again Jesus said to them, "Very truly, | tell you, | am the gate for the sheep. All who came before me are thieves
and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. | am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in
and go out and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. | came that they may have life, and
have it abundantly."

Sermon “Be My Gate” Rev. Heather Kirk-Davidoff

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD
Hymn #801 “The Lord’s My Shepherd, I'll Not Want”

Gathering Celebrations and Concerns
/7; Prayers from our Partners and Prayers of the People Gabriel Ofori-Okai

The Lord’s Prayer

All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom

and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Offering John Bossung
Offering Hymn #740 Lead Me, Guide Me
Moment for Mission Charles Lakko

Greenwich Meridian Presbyterian Church

WE ARE SENT IN GOD’S NAME



ﬂ Closing Hymn #315 In the Midst of New Dimensions

Charge and Benediction Rev. Heather Kirk-Davidoff

Postlude “O Happy Day” Victor Labenske
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We welcome Darhon Rees-Rohrbacher as this week’s accompanist. Thank you Darhon!

Permission to reprint and stream the copyrighted music in this service is obtained from ONE LICENSE #A-
700692, CCLI Streaming License #21525228 and/or CCLI Reprint #21525211. All rights reserved.

Stay in Touch with Westminster

Visit our website: https://wpcalbany.org

Like us on Facebook: Westminster Presbyterian Church Albany

Get weekly news email messages by providing a current email address to the church office at
office@wpcalbany.org or calling (518) 436-8544

For more about Westminster’s online communications, please contact us: communications@wpcalbany.org
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JESUS CHRIST: RESURRECTION

249 Because You Live, O Christ
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This New Zealand author’s text contains no familiar images of springtime to bolster its message, because
Easter in the Southern Hemisphere comes in autumn. This hymn resulted both from her dissatisfaction with
existing hymns and from her love of this exuberant Dutch tune.

TEXT: Shirley Erena Murray, 1987 VRUECHTEN
MUSIC: Dutch melody, 17th cent.; harm. Alice Parker, 1966 6.11.6.11 with refrain
Text © 1987 Hope Publishing Company (alternate harmonization, 244)

Music Harm. © 1969 Hope Publishing Company
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LIVING AND DYING IN CHRIST

The Lord’s My Shepherd, Ill Not Want 801

(Psalm 23)
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1 The Lord’s my shep-herd, I'll not want; he makes me down to lie
2 My soul he doth re - store a-gain, and me to walk doth make
3 Yea, though I walk in death’s dark vale, yet will I fear none ill,
4 My  ta - ble thou hast fur-nish-ed in pres-ence of my foes;
5 Good-ness and mer-cy all my life shall sure - ly fol - low me,
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in  pas- tures green; he lead-eth me the qui - et wa - ters Dby
with-in  the paths of righ - teous-ness, e’en for his own name’s sake.
for thou art with me; and thy rod and staff me com - fort still.
my head thou dost with oil a - noint, and my cup o - ver-flows.
and in God’s house for-ev - er-more my dwell-ing place shall be.
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KOREAN SPANISH
1 ‘Z‘[‘/]’gl %X_}lﬂ Al 5= ?:]'?il-:—‘:]' 1 Es el Sefior mi buen pastor y nada faltard;
FEEFUITIREE ARSI por verdes prados con amor El me conducird.
2 Hj A ?i:—/g—*g Al 710 Lo & 9] 8t 2 Al lado de aguas de quietud hardme reposar;
SR IAAEE G AR por sendas justas y de paz su mano me guiard.
3 Y EZAAYEFH 282 3 Y cuando en valle de dolor o muerte deba andar,
F k) 7] 9} ] Fo] Fet¢] &FA U no sentiré ningiin temor, pues El me guardard.
4 T Aol AU AFSH) F AL 4 Es sabio y fiel mi buen pastor, jamds me dejard;
H g o] 7] EF o Y Zho] J X con su cayado, mi Sefior, aliento me dard.
5 A 8tapol zFalA] o] ] 3 A w2 g 5 Hasta el final me sequirdn misericordia y bien;
o] & ot A o o A3 A ke E ok y de mi Padre en el hogar por siempre moraré.

This paraphrase of Psalm 23 comes from the so-called Scottish Psalter of 1650, actually produced by the
Westminster Assembly and intended for use by all Presbyterians in the British Isles, in place of the Sternhold
and Hopkins “Old Version” of the Church of England.

TEXT: Scottish Psalter, 1650; Korean trans. The United Methodist Korean Hymnal Committee, 2001; CRIMOND
Spanish trans. Federico J. Pagura M

MUSIC: Jessie Seymour Irvine, 1872; harm. T. C. L. Pritchard, 1929

Korean Trans. © 2001 The United Methodist Publishing House (admin. The Copyright Company)

Spanish Trans. © Federico J. Pagura

Music Harm. © 1929 Oxford University Press



DISCIPLESHIP AND MISSION

/740 Lead Me, Guide Me
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I am weak and I need your strength and power to help me
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o - ver my weak - est hour. Help me through the dark-ness your
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face to see. Lead me, O Lord, lead me.

Guitar chords do not correspond with keyboard harmony.

This African American gospel hymn can well be understood as an updated adaptation of Psalm 5:8, with the
“enemies” of the psalm treated as the pressures and temptations of daily life. As with the psalms, the “I"” here
is understood to express a shared communal experience.

TEXT: Doris Akers, 1953 LEAD ME, GUIDE ME
MUSIC: Doris Akers, 1953; arr. Richard Smallwood Irregular
Text and Music © 1953, ren. Doris Akers (admin. Chappell & Co., Inc./Alfred Publishing Co., Inc.)
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315 In the Midst of New Dimensions
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1 In the midst of new di - men-sions, in the face of
2 Through the flood of starv-ing peo - ple, war - ring fac - tions,
3 As we stand, a world di - vid - ed by our own self -
4 We are man and we are wom - an, all per - sua - sions,
5 Should the threats of dire pre - dic-tions cause wus to with -
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chang-ing  ways, who will lead the pil - grim peo - ples
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and de - spair, who will  lift the ol - ive branch - es?
seek - ing  schemes, grant that we, your glob - al vil - lage,
old and young, each a gift in your cre - a - tion,
draw in pain, may  your blaz - ing  phoe - nix spir - it
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wan-dering in their sep - arate ways?
Who will light the flame of  care?
might en - vi-sion wid - er dreams. God of rain-bow, fi - ery pil-lar
each a lovesong to be sung.
res - ur - rect the church a - gain.
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lead -ing where the ea-gles soar, we your peo-ple, ours the jour-ney

In this simultaneously-created text and tune, the author-composer was seeking to incorporate imagery from
both Native American and Hebrew spiritual traditions. Also included is the mythological phoenix, which
had received a Christian interpretation as early as the first century.
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TEXT and MUSIC: Julian B. Rush, 1979, rev. 1985 NEW DIMENSIONS
Text and Music © 1994 Julian B. Rush 8.7.8.7 with refrain
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now and ev - er,

now and ev - er - more,.
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