
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Albany, New York 

May 14, 2023 ~ The Sixth Sunday of Easter 
Service of Worship 10:00 a.m.  



 

⌘ ⌘ ⌘ 
 
Welcome to Westminster!  We’re glad you’re here. 
 

● If you’re visiting us this morning, we would love to meet you and greet you!  We invite you to fill out the 
Welcome Card in the pew and put it in the offering plate or hand it to an usher in the back. 

 
● After worship, please join us downstairs as we continue our fellowship at coffee hour.  We gather in the hall 

located directly under our sanctuary.  Stairs are located on either side of the State Street entrance to our 
building.   
 

⌘ ⌘ ⌘ 
 

 

WE ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME 
 

(Let the notes of our Opening Prelude be the musical curtain through which we pass as we gather to worship 
together. Let the preparation we make together be prayerful.)   

 
Prelude                              “God, Give Us Christian Homes”                B.B. McKinney 

          Arr. Cindy Berry
  

             
Call to Worship                                       Sue Schell

                                                                                                                             
The Lord is risen! Alleluia!                                                   Luke 24:34 

Alleluia! The Lord is risen indeed! 
 

 
Opening Hymn #12    Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise 
 
 

Call to Confession                                Sue Schell
                                

The Lord says:  Come.     Revelation 22:17 

Let anyone who wishes take the water of life as a gift. 
Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sin. 

 
Prayer of Confession                               Sue Schell
           
  Almighty God, 

in raising Jesus from the grave, 
you shattered the power of sin and death. 
We confess that we remain captive to doubt and fear,  
bound by the ways that lead to death. 
We overlook the poor and the hungry,  
and pass by those who mourn; 
we are deaf to the cries of the oppressed,  
and indifferent to calls for peace; 
we despise the weak, 
and abuse the earth you made. 



Forgive us, God of mercy. 
Help us to trust your power 
to change our lives and make us new, 
that we may know the joy of life abundant  
given in Jesus Christ, the risen Lord.  

 
Declaration of Forgiveness                Acts 2:17, 21 

  Hear the good news of God’s promise: 
  I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh. 
  Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. 
  In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 
  Thanks be to God.    

 
 
Passing The Peace                                            Sue Schell 
 
Words of Welcome               Rev. Heather Kirk-Davidoff 
 
 

WE PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD  

Choral Anthem                        Like a Mother with Her Children                Allison Gilliam 
          arr. by David Schwoebel 

Like a Mother with her children You will comfort us each day,  
giving guidance on our journey, as we seek to find our way.  
When we walk through fiery trials, You will help us take a stand;  
when we pass through troubled waters, You hold out Your tender hand. 
 
In Your image You have made us, calling each of us by name,  
giving strength for ev’ry challenge as our gifts we fully claim.  
We can hear You gently saying, “Do not worry, do not fear;  
for I’ll always go beside you; ev’ry moment I am near.” 
 
Like a river glorious in God’s perfect peace, over all victorious in its bright increase;  
Perfect, yet it floweth fuller ev’ry day; Perfect, yet it growth deeper all the way. 
 
Hidden in the hollow of His blessed hand, never foe can follow, never traitor stand;  
Not a surge of worry, not a shade of care, not a blast of hurry though the spirit there. 
Stayed upon Jehovah, hearts are fully blessed; Finding, as He promised, perfect peace and rest. 
 
    
 

Prayer for Illumination                           
            

Living God, with joy we celebrate  
the presence of your risen Word. 
Enliven our hearts by your Holy Spirit  
so that we may proclaim the good news  
of eternal and abundant life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 



 
Scripture    John 14:15-21  
 

 
[Jesus said,] "If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another 
Advocate, to be with you forever. This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees 
him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you. 
 
"I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while the world will no longer see me, but you will see 
me; because I live, you also will live. On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 
 
They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me; and those who love me will be loved by 
my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them." 
 
 

Scripture    Acts 17:22-31 
 
Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, "Athenians, I see how extremely religious you are in every way. 
For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I found among them an altar with 
the inscription, 'To an unknown god.' What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you.  The God who 
made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human 
hands, nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and 
breath and all things. 
 
From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the 
boundaries of the places where they would live, so that they would search for God and perhaps grope for him and 
find him--though indeed he is not far from each one of us. For 'In him we live and move and have our being'; as even 
some of your own poets have said, 'For we too are his offspring.' 
 
Since we are God's offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, an image formed by 
the art and imagination of mortals. While God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he commands all 
people everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day on which he will have the world judged in righteousness by 
a man whom he has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead." 
 

 
Sermon                        “God Known and Unknown”        Rev. Heather Kirk-Davidoff                                                             

WE RESPOND TO  GOD’S WORD  
 

 
Musical Meditation                           “Take the Name of Jesus with You”                      W. Howard Doane 
                                    Arr. Cindy Berry 
 
Gathering Celebrations and Concerns   
 
Prayer Hymn #288  Spirit of the Living God 
 

 
Prayers of the People            

                                 
 
 



The Lord’s Prayer    
 

All:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom  

       and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.     
 
 

  Offering                                            Sue Schell
        

 
Offering Hymn #740  Lead Me, Guide Me 
 

                                                                     WE ARE SENT IN GOD’S NAME 
 

 

Closing Hymn #250    In the Bulb There Is a Flower 
 

 

Charge and Benediction             Rev. Heather Kirk-Davidoff 
                               

Postlude                                            “‘Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus”                  William J. Kirkpatrick 
                         Arr. Cindy Berry               

 

⌘⌘ ⌘ ⌘                           

 

We welcome Darhon Rees-Rohrbacher as this week’s accompanist.  Thank you Darhon! 
 
Permission to reprint and stream the copyrighted music in this service is obtained from ONE LICENSE #A-
700692, CCLI Streaming License #21525228 and/or CCLI Reprint #21525211. All rights reserved. 
 
 
Stay in Touch with Westminster 
● Visit our website: https://wpcalbany.org 
● Like us on Facebook: Westminster Presbyterian Church Albany 
● Get weekly news email messages by providing a current email address to the church office at 

office@wpcalbany.org or calling (518) 436-8544 

● For more about Westminster’s online communications, please contact us: communications@wpcalbany.org 

 
 

  

https://wpcalbany.org/
https://www.facebook.com/wpcalbany
mailto:office@wpcalbany.org
mailto:communications@wpcalbany.org


2023 CHURCH OFFICERS 
 

Session 
Leah Threatte, Clerk of Session 

Ephraim Adjei, John Bossung, Nancy Holroyd, Felicia Kollie-Gambles,  
Peter McKee, Hannah Ohemaa-Takyi, Susan Schell, Linore Southworth 

 
Deacons 

Mary Bullis and Dodie Seagle, Co-moderators 
Ruthanne Brod, Kelly Crisfield, Cynthia Dwyer,  

Mabel McGraw, Elizabeth McMillan, Carolyn Smith 
 

Trustees 
John Bossung and Leif Hartmark, Co-chairs 

David Adjei, Marie McClumpha, Laura Moody, David Norman,  
Pete Seagle, Joy L. Tallmadge, Kathy Walter, Peter Wrede 

 

CHURCH PROGRAM TEAM 

Rev. Heather Kirk-Davidoff, Pastor 
pastor@wpcalbany.org 

Cell: 240-281-5005 
 

Christopher Price, Music Director 
music@wpcalbany.org 

 
Belinda Quaye, Director of Christian Education 

belindaquaye@wpcalbany.org 
 

CHURCH SUPPORT TEAM 

Lorraine Charboneau, Church Administrator 
office@wpcalbany.org 

 
Kim Deal, Communications Manager 

communications@wpcalbany.org 
 

Forrest Holroyd, Treasurer 
treasurer@wpcalbany.org 

 
Joy L. Tallmadge, Associate Sexton 
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Albany, New York 12210 
Office: (518) 436-8544 

Email: office@wpcalbany.org website: https://wpcalbany.org 
 

mailto:pastor@wpcalbany.org
mailto:music@wpcalbany.org
mailto:belindaquaye@wpcalbany.org
mailto:office@wpcalbany.org
mailto:communications@wpcalbany.org
mailto:treasurer@wpcalbany.org
mailto:office@wpcalbany.org
https://wpcalbany.org/


                                 
  



            
  



   
  



 


