
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Albany, New York 

September 24, 2023 
Service of Worship 10:00 AM  



WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH AT WORSHIP 
The Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

⌘ ⌘ ⌘ 
 
Welcome to Westminster!  We’re glad you’re here. 
 

● If you’re visiting us this morning, we would love to meet you and greet you!  We invite you to fill out the 
Welcome Card in the pew and put it in the offering plate or hand it to an usher in the back. 

 
● After worship, please join us downstairs as we continue our fellowship at coffee hour.  We gather in the hall 

located directly under our sanctuary.  Stairs are located on either side of the State Street entrance to our 
building.   

 

⌘ ⌘ ⌘ 
 

WE ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME 
 

(Let the notes of our Prelude be the musical curtain through which we pass as we gather to worship together. Let 
the preparation we make together be prayerful.) 

 
Prelude Prelude on “Rhosymedre”       Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958) 
 
Call to Worship (Psalm 95:1-2)                                     John Bossung                                                                                                    

One: O come, let us sing to the Lord 
and shout with joy to the rock of our salvation! 
 
All:  Let us come into God’s presence with thanksgiving, 
singing joyful songs of praise.  

 
Opening Hymn #309  Come, Great God of All the Ages
   
 
Prayer of Confession                                     John Bossung 
 
One:  Let us now confess our sins, trusting in God's boundless mercy and grace. 
 
All:  Merciful God, 
  in your gracious presence 
  we confess our sin and the sin of this world. 
  Although Christ is among us as our peace, 
  we are a people divided against ourselves 
  as we cling to the values of a broken world. 
  The profit and pleasures we pursue 
  lay waste the land and pollute the seas. 
  The fears and jealousies that we harbor 
  set neighbor against neighbor 
  and nation against nation. 
 

 
 
 



We abuse your good gifts of imagination and freedom, 
  of intellect and reason, 
  and have turned them into bonds of oppression. 
 

  Lord, have mercy upon us; 
  heal and forgive us. 
  Set us free to serve you in the world 
  as agents of your reconciling love in Jesus Christ. 

(Time of silence) 
 
Assurance of Forgiveness                       John Bossung 
       
One: Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. 
 The old life has gone; a new life has begun. 
 Know that you are forgiven and be at peace. 

All: Amen. 
 
Passing The Peace    John Bossung
   
Words of Welcome   Rev. Heather Kirk-Davidoff 
 
Choral Anthem “Bless All Who Trust in God” 

WE PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD 

Prayer for Illumination                       John Bossung 
      

One: God of All Power, 
 Open our ears, our eyes, and our hearts with a spirit of wisdom and revelation. 
 Help us to hear your voice, to see your ways, and to receive with joy your truth. 
 In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 
Scripture Reading Matthew 20:1-16 

 
[Jesus said,] "For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his 
vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. When he went out 
about nine o'clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace; and he said to them, 'You also go into the 
vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.' So they went. 
 
When he went out again about noon and about three o'clock, he did the same. And about five o'clock he went out 
and found others standing around; and he said to them, 'Why are you standing here idle all day?' They said to him, 
'Because no one has hired us.' He said to them, 'You also go into the vineyard.' 
 
When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, 'Call the laborers and give them their pay, 
beginning with the last and then going to the first.' When those hired about five o'clock came, each of them received 
the usual daily wage. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also received the usual daily wage. 
And when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, saying, 'These last worked only one hour, and you 
have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.' 
 
But he replied to one of them, 'Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? 
Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I 
choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?' So the last will be first, and the first will 
be last."  
 
Sermon “No Comparison” Rev. Heather Kirk-Davidoff 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

Prayer Hymn #833 O Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go, verses 1 & 2 
 
Gathering Celebrations and Concerns 
 
Prayer Hymn #833 O Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go, verses 3 & 4  

 
Prayers of the People   
 
The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom  
and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
Offering                                                                              John Bossung      
 

Hymn #607 Doxology      
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Christ, all people here below; 
Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 
Praise Triune God, whom we adore.  Amen.        
 

Charge to the Congregation     Rev. Heather Kirk-Davidoff                                 
   

WE ARE SENT IN GOD’S NAME 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Closing Hymn #757  Today We All Are Called to Be Disciples 
 
 

Benediction  Rev. Heather Kirk-Davidoff 
 
Postlude “Westminster Abbey”  Harold Rutz (b. 1930) 
 
 

⌘⌘ ⌘ ⌘      

                      
 
We welcome Margaret Randall as this week’s accompanist.  Thank you Margaret! 
 
Permission to reprint and stream the copyrighted music in this service is obtained from ONE LICENSE #A-
700692, CCLI Streaming License #21525228 and/or CCLI Reprint #21525211. All rights reserved. 
 
Stay in Touch with Westminster 
● Visit our website: https://wpcalbany.org 
● Like us on Facebook: Westminster Presbyterian Church Albany 
● Get weekly news email messages by providing a current email address to the church office at 

office@wpcalbany.org or calling (518) 436-8544 
For more about Westminster’s online communications, please contact us: communications@wpcalbany.org  

 
  

https://wpcalbany.org/
https://www.facebook.com/wpcalbany
mailto:office@wpcalbany.org
mailto:communications@wpcalbany.org


2023 CHURCH OFFICERS 
 

Session 
Leah Threatte, Clerk of Session 

Ephraim Adjei, John Bossung, Nancy Holroyd, Felicia Kollie-Gambles,  
Peter McKee, Hannah Ohemaa-Takyi, Susan Schell, Linore Southworth 

 
Deacons 

Mary Bullis and Dodie Seagle, Co-moderators 
Ruthanne Brod, Kelly Crisfield, Cynthia Dwyer,  

Mabel McGraw, Elizabeth McMillan, Carolyn Smith 
 

Trustees 
John Bossung and Leif Hartmark, Co-chairs 

David Adjei, Marie McClumpha, Laura Moody, David Norman,  
Pete Seagle, Joy L. Tallmadge, Kathy Walter, Peter Wrede 

 

CHURCH PROGRAM TEAM 

Rev. Heather Kirk-Davidoff, Pastor 
pastor@wpcalbany.org 

Cell: 240-281-5005 
 

Christopher Price, Music Director 
music@wpcalbany.org 

 
Belinda Quaye, Director of Christian Education 

belindaquaye@wpcalbany.org 
 

CHURCH SUPPORT TEAM 

Lorraine Charboneau, Church Administrator 
office@wpcalbany.org 

 
Kim Deal, Communications Manager 

communications@wpcalbany.org 
 

Forrest Holroyd, Treasurer 
treasurer@wpcalbany.org 

 
Joy L. Tallmadge, Associate Sexton 

 

 
WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

262 State Street (Mail to: 85 Chestnut Street) 
Albany, New York 12210 
Office: (518) 436-8544 

Email: office@wpcalbany.org website: https://wpcalbany.org 
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