
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Albany, New York 
January 8, 2023 

Service of Worship 10:00 am  



WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Baptism of the Lord 

  

⌘ ⌘ ⌘ 

WE ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME 

(Let the notes of our Prelude be the musical curtain through which we pass as we gather to worship together. 
 Let the preparation we make together be prayerful.) 

 
 
Prelude                                                                        “By the Fireside”                                                            Peter I. Tchaikovsky 
  
Call to Worship   

                                                       Susan Schell 
One: Do not fear, for the Lord has spoken:                                             

All: I have called you by name; you are mine. 

One:  Let us worship God! 

 
Opening Hymn #163 Wild and Lone the Prophet’s Voice  
  
 
Prayer of Confession            Susan Schell
  

One: The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:                   

Prepare the way of the Lord! 

Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.  

Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sin. 

 

All: Merciful God, 

in baptism you promise forgiveness and new life,  

making us part of the body of Christ. 

We confess that we remain preoccupied with ourselves,  

separated from one another. 

We cling to destructive habits, hold grudges,  

and show reluctance to welcome one another.  

We allow the past to hold us captive. 

In your loving-kindness, have mercy on us,  

and free us from sin. 

Fulfill the promises of our baptism  

so that we may rise to new life,  

and live together in grace. 

(Time of silence) 

 

 
 
 
 



Assurance of Forgiveness 
 

As a voice from heaven said to Jesus,                                 Matthew 3:17 

so, in Christ, God speaks to us:  

You are my child, my beloved;  

with you I am well pleased. 

In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 

All:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Passing The Peace             Susan Schell 
 
Words of Welcome      Rev. Heather Kirk-Davidoff 
 
Choral Anthem Love Divine, All Loves Excelling   Purcell/Fedak 

WE PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD 

Prayer for Illumination   
One: God of All Power, 
 Open our ears, our eyes, and our hearts with a spirit of wisdom and revelation. 
 Help us to hear your voice, to see your ways, and to receive with joy your truth. 
 In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 
 
 Scripture            Isaiah 42:1-9, read by Henry Sowah 
 
Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put my spirit upon him; he will bring 
forth justice to the nations. He will not cry or lift up his voice, or make it heard in the street; a bruised reed he will not 
break, and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice. 
 
He will not grow faint or be crushed until he has established justice in the earth; and the coastlands wait for his 
teaching. Thus says God, the LORD, who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out the earth and 
what comes from it, who gives breath to the people upon it and spirit to those who walk in it: I am the LORD, I have 
called you in righteousness, I have taken you by the hand and kept you; I have given you as a covenant to the people, 
a light to the nations, to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison 
those who sit in darkness. 
 
I am the LORD, that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to idols. See, the former things have come 
to pass, and new things I now declare; before they spring forth, I tell you of them. 

 
 

             Scripture Matthew 3:13-17 
 

Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. John would have prevented him, saying, "I 
need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?" But Jesus answered him, "Let it be so now; for it is proper for 
us in this way to fulfill all righteousness." Then he consented. 
 
And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him 
and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, "This is my 
Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased."  



Sermon “Beloved”  Rev. Heather Kirk-Davidoff 
 
Piano Meditation 
 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 
 

Gathering Celebrations and Concerns 
 
Prayer Hymn #144 In the Bleak Midwinter (verses 1, 3, 4)  

 
Prayers of the People   
 
The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom  
and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
 

Offering                                                                                                                                                            Susan Schell  
 

 
SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 

 
Invitation to Communion                           Rev. Heather Kirk-Davidoff 
 
On the night before he died, Jesus took bread,  

and when he had given thanks, he broke it,  

and shared it with his disciples, saying: 

This is my body, given for you.  

Eat this bread, and remember me. 

 

In the same way, Jesus took the cup, saying:  

This is the new covenant, sealed in my blood.  

Drink this cup, and remember me. 

 

After he rose from the dead, Jesus said: 

All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  

Go, therefore, and make disciples of all people, 

baptizing them in the name of the triune God,  

and teaching them my commandments. 

And remember: I am with you always. 

  
 
 
 
 



Great Thanksgiving 
 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

We give you thanks and praise, O God, 

for your saving love poured out in human history—  

the blessing of your Word and Spirit at creation, 

the deliverance of your people through the sea,  

the way your justice rolls down like water, 

the river of life that flows from your throne. 

We give you thanks and praise, O God,  

for Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord— 

how he poured out his life in love for the world  

through the baptism of his death and resurrection;  

how he feeds and fills us with his body and blood  

through the bread and cup we share in his name. 

 

Now pour out your Holy Spirit, O God,  

to transform us for your service—  

through the gospel of salvation,  

through the font of new creation,  

through the feast of our redemption,  

until your realm of glory comes. 

 

We give you thanks and praise, O God,  

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 

in the unity of your Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 

  
Breaking of the Bread 
 
Jesus said: Let anyone who is thirsty come to me;          John 7:37–38 

out of the believer’s heart living waters shall flow. 
 
Jesus said: I am the bread of life;                                           John 6:35 

whoever comes to me will never be hungry. 
 
Jesus said: I am the vine, you are the branches;            John 15:5; 6:35 

whoever believes in me will never thirst. 
  
Communion 
 
Worshipers may touch the water of the font on the way to the table.  After receiving the bread and cup, those who 
wish may also receive an anointing with oil, given with these words:  “Remember your baptism and be thankful, and 
know that the Holy Spirit is at work within you.” 
 



Hymn #525     “Let Us Break Bread Together” 
  
Prayer After Communion 
 
Thank you, O God, for making us one—                            Ephesians 4:4–5 

one in the body, the Spirit, the Lord,  
one in the faith and baptism we share. 
Send us out as one people in your service; 
in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

WE ARE SENT IN GOD’S NAME 

Closing Hymn #157 I Danced In The Morning 
  
 

Charge and Benediction   Rev. Heather Kirk-Davidoff 
 
Postlude “Gelobet seist du, Jesu Christ”  Johann Michael Bach 
  Arr. Jacques Drillon            
  

⌘ ⌘ ⌘ 
 
We welcome Eugene Sit as this week’s guest musician.  Thank you Eugene! 
 
Permission to reprint and stream the copyrighted music in this service is obtained from ONE LICENSE #A-
700692, CCLI Streaming License #21525228 and/or CCLI Reprint #21525211. All rights reserved. 
 
 
Stay in Touch with Westminster 
● Visit our website:  www.wpcalbany.org 
● Like us on Facebook:  Westminster Presbyterian Church Albany 
● Get weekly news email messages by providing a current email address to the church office at 

office@wpcalbany.org or calling (518) 436-8544 
● For more about Westminster’s online communications, please contact us:  communications@wpcalbany.org 

 
 

  

https://www.wpcalbany.org/
https://www.facebook.com/wpcalbany


2023 CHURCH OFFICERS 
 

Session 
 Ephraim Adjei, John Bossung, Nancy Holroyd, Felicia Kollie-Gambles,  

Peter McKee, Hannah Ohemaa-Takyi, Susan Schell, Linore Southworth 
 

Deacons 
Mary Bullis and Dodie Seagle, Co-moderators 
Ruthanne Brod, Kelly Crisfield, Cynthia Dwyer,  

Mabel McGraw, Elizabeth McMillan, Carolyn Smith 

             
Trustees 

John Bossung and Leif Hartmark, Co-chairs 
David Adjei, Marie McClumpha, Laura Moody, David Norman,  

Pete Seagle, Joy L. Tallmadge, Kathy Walter, Peter Wrede 
 
 

CHURCH PROGRAM TEAM 

Rev. Heather Kirk-Davidoff, Pastor 
pastor@wpcalbany.org 

Cell:  240-281-5005 
 

Belinda Quaye, Director of Christian Education 
 

CHURCH SUPPORT TEAM 

Lorraine Charboneau, Church Administrator 
office@wpcalbany.org 

 
Kim Deal, Communications Manager 

Forrest Holroyd, Treasurer 
Joy L. Tallmadge, Associate Sexton 
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