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ORGAN PRELUDE         Margaret Randall, Organist 

 

GREETING                    Rev. Heather Kirk-Davidoff, Minister  

                                                                                  Westminster Presbyterian Church 

   

OPENING PRAYER 

  

HYMN #69    "Here I Am, Lord" 

  

CONFESSION AND PARDON 

 

Let us confess our sins 

against God and our neighbor. 

 

All: 

God of mercy, 

whose loving-kindness endures forever:  

we confess that often we have failed 

to receive and give love; 

to care for others as we care for ourselves;  

to forgive and accept forgiveness. 

We remember good intentions that were not put into actions;  

harsh words that were hurtful; 

selfish purposes that caused pain;  

persistent pride that would not yield. 

We acknowledge our fear in the face of death 

and our failure to accept the hope you offer us in Christ. 

Hear us, O Lord, 

as in this silence, we make our confession to you. 

 

(Silence) 

 

Gracious God, 

forgive us and help us to forgive others;  

heal us from the pain of self-condemnation; 

free us from the burden of failures that cannot be corrected;  

renew us with your loving assurance 

that our sins have been forgiven,  

through Jesus Christ, our Redeemer. 

 

 

 

The mercy of the Lord                                                          Psalm 103:17 
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is from everlasting to everlasting. 

I declare to you, in the name of Jesus Christ,  

you are forgiven. Thanks be to God. 

 

RESPONSIVE PSALM 91 (Excerpts)                      Read by Ned Trudeau 

 

You who dwell in the shelter of the Most High,  

who abide in the shadow of the Almighty— 

you will say to the LORD, “My refuge and my stronghold,  

my God in whom I put my trust.” 

For God will rescue you from the snare of the hunter  

and from the deadly plague. 

God’s wings will cover you, 

and you will find refuge beneath them; 

God’s faithfulness will be your shield and defense.                    

You shall not fear any terror in the night,  

nor the arrow that flies by day; 

nor the plague that stalks in the darkness,  

nor the sickness that lays waste at noon.                  

For God will give the angels charge over you,  

to guard you in all your ways. 

Upon their hands they will bear you up,  

lest you strike your foot against a stone. 

You will tread upon the lion cub and viper; 

you will trample down the lion and the serpent. 

I will deliver those who cling to me; 

I will uphold them, because they know my name. 

They will call me, and I will answer them; 

I will be with them in trouble; I will rescue and honor them. 

With long life will I satisfy them, 

and show them my salvation.                                                        

 

WORDS OF REMEMBRANCE 

 

Rachel Mabb (Wilma's granddaughter) 

Penny Palagyi (Wilma's friend) 

David Winston (Wilma's son) 

  

HYMN #821    "My Life Flows On" 

 

PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING, INTERCESSION, AND SUPPLICATION 

 

THE LORD'S PRAYER (all) 
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Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom  

and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

HYMN #649    "Amazing Grace" 

  

COMMENDATION (Please stand if you are able.)          Rev. Heather Kirk-Davidoff 

 

You only are immortal, the creator and maker of all.  

We are mortal, formed of the earth, 

and to earth shall we return. 

This you ordained when you created us, saying,  

“You are dust, 

and to dust you shall return.” 

All of us go down to the dust; 

yet even at the grave we make our song:  

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Give rest, O Christ, to your servant with all your saints,  

where there is neither pain nor sorrow nor sighing, 

but life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Into your hands, O merciful Savior,  

we commend your servant Wilma. 

Acknowledge, we humbly pray, 

a sheep of your own fold,  

a lamb of your own flock, 

a sinner of your own redeeming. 

Receive her into the arms of your mercy,  

into the blessed rest of everlasting peace, 

and into the glorious company of the saints in light. Amen. 

  

BENEDICTION 
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Wilma Jenssen (fm Beason), was born Wilma May Malacek, the daughter of Joseph and Helen 
Malecek, on October 21st, 1927, Cedar Rapids, IA. Wilma departed this mortal coil just as she 
wished; surrounded by her loved ones, on December 14, 2022 in Guilderland, NY. 

Originally from Cedar Rapids, Wilma moved to New York City in 1959 after graduating from Drake 
University, and finally settled in the Capital District in 1972. She had a vibrant career in early 
childhood education beginning with receiving her Masters in Education at the Teacher's College at 
Columbia University, and completing post graduate studies at Bank Street College in New York.  

Wilma cherished her part in the congregation at Westminster Presbyterian Church and was 
involved in community outreach with the Church for many years. She also enjoyed the theater and 
was a longtime supporter of the arts, including volunteer work with the Albany Art Institute 
and the Egg.  Wilma dedicated much of her free time working in the community with the election 
board, as a volunteer with the Guilderland zoning committee, and other invested pursuits. In her 
private time she could always be found baking, working in her garden, or keeping up with family, 
friends, and colleagues. Wilma touched countless lives and will be dearly missed and always 
remembered. 

Wilma was predeceased by her Husband, Jens Bron Jenssen, her sisters Maxine (Malecek) Van 
Hamme and Beverley "Belle" (Malecek) Medberry, and her son Kirk Donald Beason. 

She is survived by her sisters Norma Joyce (Malecek) Palmer, and Mary Lou (Malacek) Lurth, her 
children, Eric Lee Beason, Wendy Elizabeth (Beason) Fleischman, and David Hilliard Winston, her 
grandchildren Rachel Fleischman Mabb, Blossom Beason, Evan Kowal, Braxton Winston, Brandon 
Winston, Eva Beason, and her great grandchildren Isly Benton, Wyatt Mabb, Braxton Winston III, 
Shyanne Winston, Brooklyn Winston, Scarlett Kowal, and Alexander Kowal. 

Wilma requested a celebration of life be held in her honor as opposed to traditional funeral 

services. We invite all of Wilma’s loved ones in celebrating her amazing life. We will have a 

memorial at Westminster Presbyterian Church in Albany on January 21st, 2023. We are also 

planning a celebration of life in the late spring, details forthcoming. 

 

"And when great souls die, 

after a period peace blooms, 

slowly and always 

irregularly. Spaces fill 

with a kind of 

soothing electric vibration. 

Our senses, restored, never 

to be the same, whisper to us. 

They existed. They existed. 

We can be. Be and be 

better. For they existed." 

- Maya Angelou 
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Rev. Heather Kirk-Davidoff, Pastor 

262 State Street (Mail to: 85 Chestnut Street) 
Albany, New York 12210 
Office: (518) 436-8544 

Email: office@wpcalbany.org  website: https://wpcalbany.org 
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