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Welcome to Westminster! We’'re glad you’re here.

e If you're visiting us this morning, we would love to meet you and greet you! We invite you to fill out the
Welcome Card in the pew and put it in the offering plate or hand it to an usher in the back.

e After worship, please join us downstairs as we continue our fellowship at coffee hour. We gather in the hall

located directly under our sanctuary. Stairs are located on either side of the State Street entrance to our
building.
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WE ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME

(Let the notes of our Opening Prelude be the musical curtain through which we pass as we gather to worship
together. Let the preparation we make together be prayerful.)

Prelude At the Cross Ralph E. Hudson
Arr. Victor Labenske

/72 Call to Worship Peter McKee

One: The Lord is merciful and gracious, Psalm 103:8
slow to anger and abounding in love.
All: Let us worship God!

ﬂ Opening Hymn #319 Men of Faith, Rise Up and Sing
Prayer of Confession Peter McKee
One: Are you thirsty for grace? Are you hungry for mercy? Isaiah 55:1

God is calling; come to the waters.
Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sin.

All: God of mercy,

you sent Jesus Christ to seek and save the lost.
We confess that we have strayed from you

and turned aside from your way.

We are misled by pride,

for we see ourselves pure when we are stained,
and great when we are small.

We have failed in love,

neglected justice,

and ignored your truth.



Have mercy, O God, and forgive our sin.
Return us to paths of righteousness
through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

(Time of silence)

Assurance of Forgiveness Peter McKee
One: Listen, so that you may live:
The steadfast love of the Lord never fails
In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!

All: Thanks be to God.

Choral Anthem Christ Has Saved Us, Christ Alone! Music by Mary McDonald
Text by Justin Wainscott
Lift your voices, let us sing praises to our gracious King!
From His Spirit to our hearts, sweet assurance He imparts.

Christ has saved us, Christ alone; by His blood our sin atoned. All the glory to Him alone!
Christ has saved us, Christ alone.

No more fear and no more shame, Satan's lies are all the same.
If the guilt of sin delay, with assurance, we can say:
Christ has saved us, etc.

When no more this life we see, then in heaven we shall be;
There, we'll join the countless host and this shall be our boast:
Christ has saved us, etc.

Passing The Peace Peter McKee

Words of Welcome Rev. Heather Kirk-Davidoff

WE PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD
Prayer for lllumination

Gracious God, our way in the wilderness,

guide us, by your Word, through these forty days,
and minister to us with your Holy Spirit,

so that we may reformed, restored, and renewed,;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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4 1 Scripture Lesson John 3:1-17

Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came to Jesus by night and said to him,

“Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do
unless God is with that person.”

Jesus answered him, “Very truly, | tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from
above.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second
time into the mother’s womb and be born?”

Jesus answered, “Very truly, | tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and
Spirit. What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be astonished that | said
to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but
you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”
Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel, and
yet you do not understand these things?

“Very truly, | tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen, yet you do not receive our
testimony. If | have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if | tell you
about heavenly things? No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the
Son of Man. And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up,
that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish
but may have eternal life. Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world but in order
that the world might be saved through him.

Sermon “Get Curious” Rev. Heather Kirk-Davidoff

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD

Gathering Celebrations and Concerns

Prayer Hymn #469 Lord, Listen To Your Children Praying

/?2 Prayers from our Partners and Prayers of the People Gabriel Ofori-Okai



The Lord’s Prayer

All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom

and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

@
Offering Peter McKee

Offering Hymn #698 Take, O Take Me as | Am
Responding to God’s Call Judy Hartley on Bread for the World’s Shower of Letters

WE ARE SENT IN GOD’S NAME

ﬂ Closing Hymn #307 God of Grace and God of Glory
Charge and Benediction Rev. Heather Kirk-Davidoff
Choral Response Go Now in Peace Don Besig

Go now in peace. Never be afraid.

God will go with you each hour of every day.
Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true.
Know He will guide you in all you do.

Amen, Amen, Amen

Postlude Lead Me to Calvary William J. Kirkpatrick
Arr. Victor Labenske
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We welcome Darhon Rees-Rohrbacher as this week’s accompanist. Thank you Darhon!

Permission to reprint and stream the copyrighted music in this service is obtained from ONE LICENSE #A-
700692, CCLI Streaming License #21525228 and/or CCLI Reprint #21525211. All rights reserved.

Stay in Touch with Westminster

e Visit our website: https://wpcalbany.org

e Like us on Facebook: Westminster Presbyterian Church Albany

o Get weekly news email messages by providing a current email address to the church office at
office@wpcalbany.org or calling (518) 436-8544

® For more about Westminster’s online communications, please contact us: communications@wpcalbany.org
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mailto:office@wpcalbany.org
mailto:communications@wpcalbany.org
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319 Men of Faith, Rise Up and Sing

Shout to the North
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This praise and worship song comes from Delirious?, an English Christian rock and worship band.

Although the style is new, the message is an enduring one: God will provide the strength we need to
proclaim the good news of salvation to all parts of the world.

TEXT and MUSIC: Martin Smith, 1995
Text and Music © 1995 Curious? Music UK (admin. EMICMGPublishing.com)

SMITH
7.7.7.7 with chorus and bridge
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Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying 469
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This chorus from a longer song has become a popular sung prayer for the presence of the Holy Spirit. Easily
memorized, it makes a very suitable sung response at appropriate points during a series of prayer concerns
or with repeated singing can open or close a time of prayer.

TEXT and MUSIC: Ken Medema, 1970 CHILDREN PRAYING
Text and Music © 1973 Hope Publishing Company Irregular
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698 Take, O Take Me as | Am
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The brevity of this text and tune invite repeated singing, either as a sustained chain of sound or as a sung
response in a series of prayers. It offers a more reflective approach to the same theme of self-dedication
evident in older hymns such as “Just as I Am” (see no. 442).

TEXT and MUSIC: John L. Bell, 1995 TAKE ME AS | AM
Text and Music © 1995 WGRG, lona Community (admin. GIA Publications, Inc.) 7.7.7.4
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307 God of Grace and God of Glory
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This stirring hymn used at the opening of Riverside Church in New York in 1930 was penned by its widely-
known and influential pastor, and it has gained a firm place in English-language hymnals around the world.
The Welsh tune name honors the Rhondda Valley in Glamorganshire.

TEXT: Harry Emerson Fosdick, 1930, alt.
MUSIC: John Hughes, 1907
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