
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Albany, New York 
March 12, 2023 ~ The Third Sunday in Lent 

 Service of Worship 10:00 a.m. 
 
 



⌘ ⌘ ⌘ 
 
Welcome to Westminster!  We’re glad you’re here. 
 

● If you’re visiting us this morning, we would love to meet you and greet you!  We invite you to fill out the 
Welcome Card in the pew and put it in the offering plate or hand it to an usher in the back. 

 
● After worship, please join us downstairs as we continue our fellowship at coffee hour.  We gather in the hall 

located directly under our sanctuary.  Stairs are located on either side of the State Street entrance to our 
building.   
 

⌘ ⌘ ⌘ 
 

 

WE ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME 
 

(Let the notes of our Opening Prelude be the musical curtain through which we pass as we gather to worship 
together. Let the preparation we make together be prayerful.)   

 

 
Prelude                                       Song of the Lark          Peter Tchaikovsky
            
                                                                                              

Call to Worship                        Beth Coombe 
 
One: The Lord is merciful and gracious,               Psalm 103:8 

slow to anger and abounding in love.   
All:  Let us worship God!                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

 
Opening Hymn #182    I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say 
 
                                                        

Prayer of Confession                       Beth Coombe 

 One:  Are you thirsty for grace? Are you hungry for mercy?   Isaiah 55:1  

God is calling; come to the waters. 
Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sin. 

   
 

All:  God of mercy, 

you sent Jesus Christ to seek and save the lost. 

We confess that we have strayed from you  

and turned aside from your way. 

We are misled by pride, 

for we see ourselves pure when we are stained,  

and great when we are small. 

We have failed in love,  

neglected justice, 

and ignored your truth. 

Have mercy, O God, and forgive our sin.  

Return us to paths of righteousness  

through Jesus Christ, our Savior.   (Time of silence) 



      Assurance of Forgiveness                       Beth Coombe 
One:  Listen, so that you may live: 

The steadfast love of the Lord never fails     

In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 

  

All:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Passing The Peace                        Beth Coombe
     
Words of Welcome                     Rev. Heather Kirk-Davidoff 
 
Choral Anthem     “The Road Home”               Stephen Paulus 
 

Tell me, where is the road 
I can call my own 

That I left, that I lost 
So long ago? 

All these years I have wandered 
Oh, when will I know 

There's a way, there's a road 
That will lead me home 

 
After wind, after rain 

When the dark is done 
As I wake from a dream 

In the gold of day 
Through the air there's a calling 

From far away 
There's a voice I can hear 
That will lead me home 

 
Rise up, follow me 

Come away, is the call 
With the love in your heart 

As the only song 
There is no such beauty 

As where you belong 
Rise up, follow me 

I will lead you home 

 
 

WE PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD  
      

Prayer for Illumination  
 
Gracious God, our way in the wilderness, 
guide us, by your Word, through these forty days,  
and minister to us with your Holy Spirit, 
so that we may reformed, restored, and renewed;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
 



 
Scripture Lesson         John 5:1-15  

 

After this there was a festival of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. Now in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate there 

is a pool, called in Hebrew Beth-zatha, which has five porticoes. In these lay many ill, blind, lame, and paralyzed 

people. One man was there who had been ill for thirty-eight years.  

 

When Jesus saw him lying there and knew that he had been there a long time, he said to him, “Do you want to be 

made well?” The ill man answered him, “Sir, I have no one to put me into the pool when the water is stirred up, and 

while I am making my way someone else steps down ahead of me.” Jesus said to him, “Stand up, take your mat and 

walk.” At once the man was made well, and he took up his mat and began to walk. 

 

Now that day was a Sabbath. So the Jews said to the man who had been cured, “It is the Sabbath; it is not lawful for 

you to carry your mat.”  But he answered them, “The man who made me well said to me, ‘Take up your mat and 

walk.’ ” They asked him, “Who is the man who said to you, ‘Take it up and walk’?” Now the man who had been healed 

did not know who it was, for Jesus had disappeared in the crowd that was there. Later Jesus found him in the temple 

and said to him, “See, you have been made well! Do not sin any more, so that nothing worse happens to you.” The 

man went away and told the Jews that it was Jesus who had made him well. 

                                                               
Sermon                                                      “Start Moving”                                            Rev. Heather Kirk-Davidoff 
                                                               
 

WE RESPOND TO  GOD’S WORD  
 
Prayer Hymn #688  Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart (verses 1-3) 
 
Gathering Celebrations and Concerns   
 
Prayer Hymn #688  Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart (verses 4-5) 
 

 
Prayers of the People            

                                 
 
The Lord’s Prayer    
 

All:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom  

       and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.     
 
 

  Offering         Beth Coombe  
      

Offering Hymn #698  Take, O Take Me as I Am  
 

Responding to God’s Call         Ned Trudeau on the FOCUS Breakfast Club 
 



                               
WE ARE SENT IN GOD’S NAME 

 
 

Closing Hymn #691    Lord, When I Came into This Life                        
 
                                                               

Charge and Benediction            Rev.  Heather Kirk-Davidoff 
 
Choral Response    Go Now in Peace                                                                             Don Besig  
 

Go now in peace. Never be afraid. 
God will go with you each hour of every day. 
Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true. 
Know He will guide you in all you do. 
Amen, Amen, Amen 

 
 
Postlude                                                                                 Allegretto                                                                          W. A. Mozart  
  

⌘ ⌘ ⌘ 

 
We welcome Eugene Sit as this week’s accompanist.  Thank you Eugene! 
 
Permission to reprint and stream the copyrighted music in this service is obtained from ONE LICENSE #A-
700692, CCLI Streaming License #21525228 and/or CCLI Reprint #21525211. All rights reserved. 
 
 
Stay in Touch with Westminster 
● Visit our website: https://wpcalbany.org 
● Like us on Facebook: Westminster Presbyterian Church Albany 
● Get weekly news email messages by providing a current email address to the church office at 

office@wpcalbany.org or calling (518) 436-8544 
● For more about Westminster’s online communications, please contact us: communications@wpcalbany.org 
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2023 CHURCH OFFICERS 
 

Session 
Leah Threatte, Clerk of Session 

Ephraim Adjei, John Bossung, Nancy Holroyd, Felicia Kollie-Gambles,  
Peter McKee, Hannah Ohemaa-Takyi, Susan Schell, Linore Southworth 

 
Deacons 

Mary Bullis and Dodie Seagle, Co-moderators 
Ruthanne Brod, Kelly Crisfield, Cynthia Dwyer,  

Mabel McGraw, Elizabeth McMillan, Carolyn Smith 
 

Trustees 
John Bossung and Leif Hartmark, Co-chairs 

David Adjei, Marie McClumpha, Laura Moody, David Norman,  
Pete Seagle, Joy L. Tallmadge, Kathy Walter, Peter Wrede 

 

CHURCH PROGRAM TEAM 

Rev. Heather Kirk-Davidoff, Pastor 
pastor@wpcalbany.org 

Cell: 240-281-5005 
 

Christopher Price, Music Director 
music@wpcalbany.org 

 
Belinda Quaye, Director of Christian Education 

belindaquaye@wpcalbany.org 
 

CHURCH SUPPORT TEAM 

Lorraine Charboneau, Church Administrator 
office@wpcalbany.org 

 
Kim Deal, Communications Manager 

communications@wpcalbany.org 
 

Forrest Holroyd, Treasurer 
treasurer@wpcalbany.org 

 
Joy L. Tallmadge, Associate Sexton 

 

 
WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
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Albany, New York 12210 
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