
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Westminster Presbyterian Church 
Albany, New York 

July 9, 2023  
Service of Worship 10:00 a.m.  



GATHER   
 

 
Prelude                                            Music from Stringwynde                            Arranged by: Deborah Govenor 
                                                                             (3 hymn selections) 
             
Call to Worship                                                               Kris Wilhelm
                                                                                                                               

One:  This is the day that the Lord has made! 
  All:  Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
One:  Let us worship God. 

 
Opening Hymn #81              “Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken” 
 
Prayer of Confession            
          
One: Let us now confess our sins, trusting in God’ s boundless mercy and grace. 

 

All: Merciful God, 
We confess that we have sinned 
against you  
In thought, word, and deed, 
By what we have done, 
And by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you 
With our whole heart and mind and strength.  
We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

 

In your mercy, forgive what we have been,  
Help us to amend what we are, 
And direct what we shall be, 
That we may delight in your will  
And walk in your ways, 
To the glory of your holy name. 
(Time of silence) 
 
 
Assurance of Forgiveness 
 
Response Hymn #583          “Glory to God” 
 
Passing The Peace                                         
 
Words of Welcome                                Rev. Paul Randall 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



REFLECT   

 
Prayer for Illumination   

 
Scripture    Psalm 145:1-10  

 
I will extol you, my God and King, 
    and bless your name for ever and ever. 
Every day I will bless you, 
    and praise your name for ever and ever. 
Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; 
    his greatness is unsearchable. 
One generation shall laud your works to another, 
    and shall declare your mighty acts. 
On the glorious splendour of your majesty, 
    and on your wondrous works, I will meditate. 
The might of your awesome deeds shall be proclaimed, 
    and I will declare your greatness. 
They shall celebrate the fame of your abundant goodness, 
    and shall sing aloud of your righteousness. 
The LORD is gracious and merciful, 
    slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
 The LORD is good to all, 
    and his compassion is over all that he has made. 
All your works shall give thanks to you, O LORD, 
    and all your faithful shall bless you. 
 

 
Special Music     Music from Stringwynde                           Arranged by: Deborah Govenor 
                                                                              (2 hymn selections) 

                         
Gospel Lesson                      Matthew 20:1-16 

 

 ‘For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire labourers for his 
vineyard.  After agreeing with the labourers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. When he went 
out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the market-place; and he said to them, “You also go into the 
vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.” So they went. When he went out again about noon and about three 
o’clock, he did the same. And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing around; and he said to them, 
“Why are you standing here idle all day?” They said to him, “Because no one has hired us.” He said to them, “You also 
go into the vineyard.” When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, “Call the labourers and 
give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.” When those hired about five o’clock came, 
each of them received the usual daily wage.  
 
Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also received the usual daily wage.  
And when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, saying, “These last worked only one hour, and you 
have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.” But he replied to one of 
them, “Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? Take what belongs to 
you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what 
belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?” So the last will be first, and the first will be last.’ 

  

  
 



Sermon/Discussion                              “Work and Worth”                                        Rev. Paul Randall 
                            (Questions at the end of the bulletin)  

                                                          
Hymn #316                “Where Charity and Love Prevail” 
 
        

PRAY  

 
Gathering Celebrations and Concerns   
               
Prayers of the People 

 

Periods of silence followed by “…..Leader:  God of mercy.  People:  hear our prayer.   
                                         
The Lord’s Prayer    
 

All:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom  

       and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.     
 
 
Offering                                          
        
                                                                        Music from Stringwynde    
Offering Music                                        “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”                          Charles C. Converse (1832-1918)  
                                                                                                                                                                       Arr.  Deborah Govenor 
                                                           
                                                        

                                                                           GO FORTH   
 

 
Closing Hymn #724          “O Jesus, I Have Promised” 

 
 

Charge and Benediction                             Rev. Paul Randall 
  

                    
Postlude                               Music from Stringwynde 
                                                                                          “Beautiful Savior”                                                          Silesian Folk Tune 
                                                                                                                                                                            Arr. Deborah Govenor
                
 
We welcome Stringwynde as our special guests.  Several years ago, Flutist Melanie Chirignan emailed Harpist 
Darhon Rees-Rohrbacher to see if she wanted to read through some music together. Thus, Stringwynde was 
born. Both women hold graduate degrees in music and have performed varied repertoire in numerous 
settings, both formal and informal. You can find them on Facebook. Stringwynde is pleased to be providing 
special music for today's worship service. 

 

 



 

Thank you for joining us. We’d love to stay in touch! 

 
Heather Kirk-Davidoff, Minister 

Christopher Price, Music Director ~ Belinda Quaye, Director of Religious Education Lorraine 

Charboneau, Church Administrator ~ Joy Talmadge, Assistant Sexton Forrest Holroyd, Treasurer ~ 

Kim Deal, Communications 

 

● Visit our website: https://wpcalbany.org 

● Like us on Facebook: Westminster Presbyterian Church Albany 

● Get weekly news email messages by providing a current email address to the church office at 

office@wpcalbany.org or calling (518) 436-8544 

      
 

Permission to reprint and stream the copyrighted music in this service is obtained from ONE LICENSE #A-700692, 
CCLI Streaming License #21525228 and/or Reprint #21525211.  All rights reserved.  

https://wpcalbany.org/
https://www.facebook.com/wpcalbany
mailto:office@wpcalbany.org


DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
 
 
 

1. The all-day workers thought they were given enough until they saw what the others got. 
Then they were angry. What do think is the source of their anger? 
 
2. Why does the owner pay everyone the same wage? 
 
3. What is “enough?” 
 
4. Is there a difference between having and being enough? 
 
5. Do you think most people prefer to work or not work? 
 
6. Should welfare recipients be required to work? 
 
7. If our work defines our worth and we cannot work, are we worthless? 
 
8. Who’s the neediest in this story? 
 
9. Healthy families usually find a way to make allowances for members who cannot do 
their fair share. Could that image be applied to our life in God’s Kingdom today? 
 
10. Other questions? 
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