
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Albany, New York 
March 31, 2024 

Service of Worship 10:00 a.m. 



WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Easter Sunday 

 
 

⌘ ⌘ ⌘ 
 

WE ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME 
 

(Let the notes of our Opening Prelude be the musical curtain through which we pass as we gather to worship 
together. Let the preparation we make together be prayerful.)   

 
Opening Prelude   Two Themes for Brass Quartet                               Mozart 
      
Opening Sentences                                                                Nate Powers       
                                                                                

The Lord is risen! Alleluia!                       Luke 24:34 

Alleluia! The Lord is risen indeed! 
 
Opening Hymn #232                                    Jesus Christ Is Risen Today                                    
                                                              
Call to Confession                          Nate Powers

                   
The Lord says:  Come.   Revelation 22:17 

Let anyone who wishes take the water of life as a gift. 
Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sin. 
 

Prayer of Confession          
  Almighty God, 

in raising Jesus from the grave, 
you shattered the power of sin and death. 
We confess that we remain captive to doubt and fear,  
bound by the ways that lead to death. 
We overlook the poor and the hungry,  
and pass by those who mourn; 
we are deaf to the cries of the oppressed,  
and indifferent to calls for peace; 
we despise the weak, 
and abuse the earth you made. 

Forgive us, God of mercy. 
Help us to trust your power 
to change our lives and make us new, 
that we may know the joy of life abundant  
given in Jesus Christ, the risen Lord. 

 
Declaration of Forgiveness   Acts 2:17, 21     

  Hear the good news of God’s promise: 
  I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh. 
  Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. 
  In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 
  Thanks be to God. 

 
Passing The Peace                                       Nate Powers 



Words of Welcome                       Rev. Heather Kirk-Davidoff 
 
Time for Children                                                                                                                         Rev. Heather Kirk-Davidoff 
 
 

WE PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD  

Choral Anthem     Easter Festival                 Michael Bryson 
 
Prayer for Illumination                                    

Living God, with joy we celebrate  
the presence of your risen Word. 
Enliven our hearts by your Holy Spirit  
so that we may proclaim the good news  
of eternal and abundant life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 

Scripture Lesson             Mark 16:1-8 
 

When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices so that they 

might go to anoint Jesus’ body.  Very early on the first day of the week, just after sunrise, they were on their way to 

the tomb and they asked each other, “Who will roll the stone away from the entrance of the tomb?” 

 

But when they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had been rolled away. As they entered the 

tomb, they saw a young man dressed in a white robe sitting on the right side, and they were alarmed. 

 

“Don’t be alarmed,” he said. “You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was crucified. He has risen! He is not here. 

See the place where they laid him. But go, tell his disciples and Peter, ‘He is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you 

will see him, just as he told you.’” 

 

Trembling and bewildered, the women went out and fled from the tomb. They said nothing to anyone, because they 

were afraid. 

 
Sermon                                                   “Declare!”         Rev. Heather Kirk-Davidoff 
 

 
Hymn #243    Be Not Afraid (sung three times)  

 
 
                                                                      WE RESPOND TO  GOD’S WORD 
 
 

Prayers of the People                     Fatmata Hilton
                 
  
 
 
 



Lord’s Prayer  
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom  
and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
                                                                                                         

                     
  Invitation to the Offering                                                               Nate Powers 
 

 
Offertory Anthem     I Will Rise                     Chris Tomlin 

Soloists:  John Xia, Rachel Balbi, Kaitlyn Bechand  
 

Hymn #607        Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 
 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Christ, all people here below; 
Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 
Praise Triune God, whom we adore.  Amen. 
 

 
Prayer of Dedication             Rev. Heather Kirk-Davidoff 

                                                          
SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 

 
Invitation to Communion          Led by Rev. Heather Kirk-Davidoff and Elder Leah Threatte 
 

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;                            1 Cor. 5:7–8 

therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia! 
 

Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 
One: The Lord be with you. 

All: And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

In every time and every age, O God, 
it is good and faithful that we give you thanks,  
for your mercy is sure 
and your steadfast love endures forever. 
In your compassion you gave us Christ Jesus,  
who sets us free from death 
and leads us to life eternal. 
And so, with all creation, 
with all the needy and hungry ones, 
with all those who have enough and plenty,  



with creatures large and small, 
with sun and moon and stars,  
and with the saints of every age, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

SANCTUS   (Hymn 552, sung by all)                                                                                                                            LAND OF REST  

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest! 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!  
Hosanna in the highest!  Hosanna in the highest! 

 

Blessed are you, O God, creator of all things. 
By your power and love you continue  
to deliver your people from bondage,  
thwart the designs of evil, 
show the way through the wilderness,  
turn hardship into righteousness, 
and reveal your hand upholding the just. 
Blessed are you, O Christ, servant of the universe.  
You came among us to feed and heal and teach, 
to confound the haughty,  
to confuse the deceivers, 
to challenge the wrong-hearted,  
and, in all these things, 
to give hope to those who long for peace. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

On the night before he met with death, 
Jesus came to the table with those he loved. 
He took bread, blessed and broke it, 
And gave it to them, saying:  Take, eat. 
Whenever you do this, remember me. 
 

In the same way he took and poured the cup, 
Saying:  Take and drink. 
Whenever you do this, remember me. 
 

Now, whenever we eat and drink at this table, 
We celebrate Christ's death and resurrection until he comes again. 
 

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION (Hymn 553, sung by all)                                                                                         LAND OF REST  
 

 Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 

 Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
 

PRAYER OF CONSECRATION 
 

Blessed are you, O Spirit, giver of life.  
You give us words when we have none; 
you fill us with vision when we have the most need;  
you give us voice to proclaim our faith in every hour.  
Be our guide and teacher, today and always. 



Come now, O Prince of Peace,  
Spirit of Love, 
Breath of Life. 
Bring to all this hurting world the joy that Mary knew,  
and teach us to proclaim with her, 
“I have seen the Lord!” 
 
In the unity of the Holy Trinity, 
in gratitude for this great day of resurrection,  
we praise you, God of all that is, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 

AMEN (Hymn 554, sung by all)                                                                                                                               LAND OF REST  

 

 

SHARING BREAD AND CUP 

 

    
Communion Hymn #507   “Come to the Table of Grace” 
 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

Gracious God, we give you thanks  
that by the witness of your word  
and the sharing of this meal 
you have opened our hearts and eyes  
to the presence of Christ among us. 
Now send us forth from this place  
by the power of your Spirit 
to tell this good news to the world:  
The Lord has risen indeed! Amen.                                                             

                                                                                                                               
                                                                     WE ARE SENT IN GOD’S NAME 
 

 

Closing Hymn #246    “Christ Is Alive!”      

                                                            
 
Benediction                              Rev. Heather Kirk-Davidoff 
 
 
Closing Postlude                  Two Trumpet Tunes and Ayre                                Henry Purcell
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Thank you to our special guests: 
Eric Achzet, Trumpet; Joan Eason, Timpani; Dante Malagrida, Tuba; Noah Solt, Trumpet; Sean Wagner, 
Trombone 
 
Westminster Presbyterian Chorus: 
Rachel Balbi, Kaitlyn Bechand, Jessica Chamberlain, Elizabeth Coombe, Joseph Farrell, Linda Farrell, Gail 
Garrison, Leif Hartmark, Nancy Holroyd, Forrest Holroyd, Jared Hunt, Elizabeth McMillan, Dave Norman, Starr 
Norman, Tom Norman, Margaret Randall, Paul Randall, Darhon Rees-Rohrbacher, Paul Rees-Rohrbacher, Dodie 
Seagle, Eugene Sit, Carolyn Smith and John Xia.  
 
Permission to reprint and stream the copyrighted music in this service is obtained from ONE LICENSE #A-
700692, CCLI Streaming License #21525228 and/or CCLI Reprint #21525211. All rights reserved. 
 
Stay in Touch with Westminster 
● Visit our website: wpcalbany.org 
● Like us on Facebook: Westminster Presbyterian Church Albany 
● Get weekly news email messages by providing a current email address to the church office at 

office@wpcalbany.org or calling (518) 436-8544 
● For more about Westminster’s online communications, please contact us: communications@wpcalbany.org 

 

 

 2024 Easter Flower Dedications 
  

The flowers in the Sanctuary are a continuing witness to the faith 
and love with which we remember and treasure our friends and loved ones. 

 
Margaret Elbow Conn, in loving memory of 

Meg & Matt Elbow; Anne Gibson Elbow; Dick Conn 
 

Beth Coombe & Stuart Kopplin in loving memory of their very dear grandparents: 
Philip & Ethel Coombe; Earl & Phyllis Norton; 

Wesley & Florence Kopplin; Lavern & Arlene Packel 
 

Joseph & Linda Farrell, in celebration and memory of: 
Beloved Family Members 

 
Margaret M. Mayer, in loving memory of: 

Bill Mayer 
 

Peter & Lynne McKee, in loving memory of: 
Michael McLaughlin 

 
Susan & Carl Schell, in memory of: 

Bonnie & Bob Stone; Florence & Carl Schell, Sr. 
 

Valerie & Jim Shanley, in loving memory of: 
John B. Kinum; Joan Lawrie Lierheimer; Hobart J. & Catherine Gordon Shanley; 

William B. & Dovie E. Journey Stranders; Alfred & Mary Harte Willison; 
John A. & Nancy Stranders Willison 

 
Lois Wilson, in memory of: 

Hugh M. & Margaret N. Wilson; Clara Hankins & Julie Mader 

https://wpcalbany.org/
https://www.facebook.com/wpcalbany
mailto:office@wpcalbany.org
mailto:communications@wpcalbany.org


2024 CHURCH OFFICERS 

 
Session 

Leah Threatte, Clerk of Session 
 2024: Nancy Holroyd, Susan Schell 

2025:  Ephraim Adjei, Peter McKee, Linore Southworth 
2026:  John Bossung, Kate Gallagher, Felicia Kollie-Gambles 

 
Deacons 

Mary Bullis and Dodie Seagle, Co-moderators 
2024: Ruthanne Brod, Cynthia Dwyer, Mabel McGraw 

2025:  Kelly Crisfield, Carolyn Smith 
2026: Mary Bullis, Marie McClumpha, Dodie Seagle 

             
Trustees 

John Bossung and Leif Hartmark, Co-chairs 
2024:  David Adjei, Leif Hartmark, Laura Moody 

2025: John Bossung 
2026: Pete Seagle, Dixon Southworth, Joy L. Tallmadge, Peter Wrede 

 
 

CHURCH PROGRAM TEAM 

 
Rev. Heather Kirk-Davidoff, Pastor 
pastor@wpcalbany.org 
Cell: 240-281-5005 

 
Christopher Price, Music Director 
music@wpcalbany.org 

 
Belinda Quaye, Director of Christian Education 
belindaquaye@wpcalbany.org 

 
Emma Mrowka, Organist 
organist@wpcalbany.org 

 
 
CHURCH SUPPORT TEAM 

 
Lorraine Charboneau, Church Administrator 
office@wpcalbany.org 

 
Kim Deal, Communications Manager 
communications@wpcalbany.org 

 
Forrest Holroyd, Treasurer 
treasurer@wpcalbany.org 

 
Joy L. Tallmadge, Associate Sexton 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

262 State Street (Mail to: 85 Chestnut Street) 
Albany, New York 12210 
Office: (518) 436-8544 

Email: office@wpcalbany.org website: wpcalbany.org 
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Spring 2024 Special Events at Westminster Presbyterian Church 
Please join us for any and all of these events!  More details at wpcalbany.org/events 

 
● Beginning Tuesday, April 2, 12 noon-1:00 pm:  Our Vigil for Racial Justice resumes! 

Our weekly vigil began in 2020 as part of the nationwide uprising for racial justice that 
followed the murder of George Floyd.  Over the years we've expressed solidarity with other 
racial, ethnic and religious groups who struggle for justice.  Join us! 

 
● Tuesday, April 2, 6:00 am - 9:00 p.m: Presidential Primary polling in the Chapel 

 
● Tuesday, April 2, 7:00 pm:  Bread and Puppet Theater performs at Westminster 

Bread and Puppet has become legendary for its parade-sized puppets and radical political 
voice. There are no tickets for this performance but a donation of $10-$25 is requested at the 
door.  No one will be turned away due to lack of funds. 
 

● Tuesday, April 9 through Sunday, April 14:  Mission Partner Rev. Barbara Asempa visiting 

Barbara will join us for worship on April 14.  There will be opportunities to meet with her 
during the week–stay tuned for details. 
 

● Sunday, April 14, 11:15 am to 12:30 pm:  Church School Pancake Breakfast 

Join us in supporting children from Westminster as they raise funds to attend summer camp!  
Your donation will get you pancakes, sausages and fruit as well as service with a smile from a 
Church school kid! 
 

● Sunday, April 14, 4:00 pm to 6:00 pm:  All Ages Game Day with Westminster Commons 

Active games led by the counselors of Camp Wawa and board games led by members of our 
Conversation Club.  FREE!  Snacks and Drinks provided.  Adults with and without kids are 
welcome. 
 

● Tuesday, April 16, 3:00 pm to 6:00 pm:  Brooks Barbeque Fundraiser  

Come enjoy famous Brooks Barbeque chicken dinners and support the food programs run by 
the FOCUS Churches of Albany including the Breakfast Club hosted by Westminster 
Presbyterian.  Pick up your to-go meal at the parking lot of Delmar Reformed Church at 386 
Delaware Ave., Delmar, NY.  Meals are $16.00 pre-paid or $18.00 on the day of the event.  
Preorder at focuschurches.net.   
 

● Sunday, April 21, 10:00 am:  Earth Day Sunday 

Rev. Gretchen Elmendorf will be preaching, sharing the story of a small congregation in 
Massachusetts that led a campaign for environmental justice that had a big impact.  Our 
Second Hour discussion will be led by members of Westminster's Earth Care team. 

  



● Wednesday, April 24, 10:00 am and Saturday, April 27, 10:00 am:  Nature Walk 

Join the Westminster Earth Care Team and members of other Earth Care congregations in the 
Albany Presbytery for a 60-90 minute gentle walk at the Helderberg Workshop in Altamont.  
See the spring flowers blooming!  RSVP to office@NewScotlandPC.org. 
 

● Sunday, April 28, 11:15 am to 12:30 pm:  Whose Stories Matter? 

A Second Hour conversation led by Robert Trawick, General Presbyter of the Albany 
Presbytery, exploring the complex narratives of Palestine and Israel.  Rob serves as co-
moderator of the Israel/Palestine Mission Network of the PC (USA) and has recently returned 
from a solidarity visit to East Jerusalem and the West Bank. 
 

● Saturday, May 4, 10:30 am to 12:30 pm:  Zumba! 

Come dance with Mama Zumba (aka Fatima Horne) and help us support schools and clinics in 
Liberia, Sierra Leone and Ghana.  Suggested donation is $20.  All ages and physical abilities 
are welcome! 
 

● Sunday, May 5, May 19 and June 2, 11:15 to 12:30 pm:  Navigate Life's Final Chapter with Faith and 

Clarity.  This three-part educational series, hosted by the Westminster Deacons, will provide you 

with knowledge and resources for making informed decisions about end-of-life care. In a warm and 

supportive environment, we'll explore important topics including: 

○ Understanding your wishes: We'll discuss how to complete advance directives and medical 

power of attorney forms to ensure your voice is heard. 

○ Accompaniment and understanding: Learn about the dying process and how to 

compassionately accompany someone who is nearing the end of life. 

○ Planning your legacy: Consider your preferences for funerals or memorial services. 

 
● Sunday, May 5, 1:30 pm:  The 44th Annual CROP Hunger Walk 

Join the Westminster WOW Walkers on a 1 or 2-mile walk to raise money to fight hunger 
locally and worldwide.  The walk starts and ends at a new location this year:  St. Paul's 
Episcopal Church, 21 Hackett Blvd., Albany.  You can join our team or donate to WOW (the 
Westminster Outreach Walkers) online. 
 

● Sunday, May 19, 10:00 am:  Pentecost Worship Service 

 Come celebrate the creative power of the Holy Spirit with us! 
 

● Sunday, June 2, 3:00 pm to 6:00 pm:  Healing Day with Westminster Commons 

Planned in partnership with the People's Clinic at the Sanctuary in Troy, the Poor People's 
Campaign and others working for community empowerment in health care.  Details to come! 

 
 

 
 
  



 
  



 



 
  



 

 
  



 
  



 
  



 
  



 
  



 


