
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Albany, New York 
April 28, 2024 

Service of Worship 10:00 a.m. 



WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
The Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 
 

⌘ ⌘ ⌘ 
 
Welcome to Westminster!  We’re glad you’re here. 

 
● If you’re visiting us this morning, we would love to meet you and greet you!  We invite you to fill out the 

Welcome Card in the pew and put it in the offering plate or hand it to an usher in the back. 

 
● After worship, please join us downstairs as we continue our fellowship at our coffee hour. We gather 

in the hall located directly under the sanctuary. Stairs are located through the doors on either side of the front 

of the sanctuary, followed by another stairway that leads downstairs. Additional stairs and an elevator are 

available at the rear of the sanctuary.  We recognize that our 19th century building can be confusing to 

navigate!  We are here to help–please speak to an usher if you need assistance. 

 
⌘ ⌘ ⌘ 

 

WE ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME 
 

(Let the notes of our Opening Prelude  be the musical curtain through which we pass as we gather to worship 
together. Let the preparation we make together be prayerful.)   

 
Prelude            They’ll Know We Are Christians By Our Love                                           Peter Scholtes 
                                    Arr. By:  John F. Wilson 
      
Opening Sentences                                                              John Bossung       
                                                                                

The Lord is risen! Alleluia!                       Luke 24:34 

Alleluia! The Lord is risen indeed! 
 

 
Opening Hymn #366    Love Divine, All Loves Excelling                                  
                                                              
Call to Confession                        John Bossung                  

The Lord says:  Come.   Revelation 22:17 

Let anyone who wishes take the water of life as a gift. 
Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sin. 
 

Prayer of Confession          
  Almighty God, 

in raising Jesus from the grave, 
you shattered the power of sin and death. 
We confess that we remain captive to doubt and fear,  
bound by the ways that lead to death. 
We overlook the poor and the hungry,  
and pass by those who mourn; 



we are deaf to the cries of the oppressed,  
and indifferent to calls for peace; 
we despise the weak, 
and abuse the earth you made. 

Forgive us, God of mercy. 
Help us to trust your power 
to change our lives and make us new, 
that we may know the joy of life abundant  
given in Jesus Christ, the risen Lord. 
 
(Time of silence) 

 
Declaration of Forgiveness   Acts 2:17, 21     

  Hear the good news of God’s promise: 
  I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh. 
  Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. 
  In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 
  Thanks be to God. 

 
Passing The Peace                                      John Bossung 
 
Words of Welcome                       Rev. Heather Kirk-Davidoff 
 
Choral Anthem     Hymn of Promise                               Natalie Sleeth 
 
 

WE PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD      

Prayer for Illumination                                    
Living God, with joy we celebrate  
the presence of your risen Word. 
Enliven our hearts by your Holy Spirit  
so that we may proclaim the good news  
of eternal and abundant life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 

Scripture Lesson      1 John 4:7-21 
 
Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. 
Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. 
 
God's love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through him. 
In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 
Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. 
 
No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. By this we know that 
we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. And we have seen and do testify that the Father 
has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they 
abide in God. 
 



So we have known and believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, 
and God abides in them. Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of 
judgment, because as he is, so are we in this world. 
 
There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not 
reached perfection in love. We love because he first loved us. 
 
Those who say, "I love God," and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister 
whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. The commandment we have from him is this: 
those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also. 
 
Sermon                                                         Because God First Loved Us        Rev. Heather Kirk-Davidoff 
 
                                                                      WE RESPOND TO  GOD’S WORD 
 
Prayer Hymn #628    Praise, I Will Praise You, Lord (verses 1-3) 
 
Gathering Celebrations and Concerns 
 
Prayer Hymn     Praise, I Will Praise You, Lord (verses 1) 
 
 

Prayers of the People             Rev. Heather Kirk-Davidoff
                  
Lord’s Prayer  
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom  
and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.                                                                                                         

                     
  Invitation to the Offering                                                             John Bossung 

 
 

Hymn #607        Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 
 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Christ, all people here below; 
Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 
Praise Triune God, whom we adore.  Amen.                  
                                                                                                                               

                                                                     WE ARE SENT IN GOD’S NAME 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Closing Hymn #692   Spirit, Open My Heart    
                                                              

Benediction                              Rev. Heather Kirk-Davidoff 
 
Postlude            Fugue, or Voluntary         William Selby (1738-1798) 
  
                                                                                                                                                                                

⌘⌘ ⌘ ⌘ 

 
Permission to reprint and stream the copyrighted music in this service is obtained from ONE LICENSE #A-
700692, CCLI Streaming License #21525228 and/or CCLI Reprint #21525211. All rights reserved. 
 
Stay in Touch with Westminster 
● Visit our website: wpcalbany.org 
● Like us on Facebook: Westminster Presbyterian Church Albany 
● Get weekly news email messages by providing a current email address to the church office at 

office@wpcalbany.org or calling (518) 436-8544 
● For more about Westminster’s online communications, please contact us: communications@wpcalbany.org 

 
 
 

  

https://wpcalbany.org/
https://www.facebook.com/wpcalbany
mailto:office@wpcalbany.org
mailto:communications@wpcalbany.org


2024 CHURCH OFFICERS 
 

Session 
Leah Threatte, Clerk of Session 

 2024: Nancy Holroyd, Susan Schell 
2025:  Ephraim Adjei, Peter McKee, Linore Southworth 

2026:  John Bossung, Kate Gallagher, Felicia Kollie-Gambles, Nathan Powers 
 

Deacons 
Mary Bullis and Dodie Seagle, Co-moderators 

2024: Ruthanne Brod, Cynthia Dwyer, Mabel McGraw 
2025:  Kelly Crisfield, Carolyn Smith 

2026: Mary Bullis, Marie McClumpha, Dodie Seagle 
             

Trustees 
John Bossung, President 

Dixon Southworth, Vice President  
2024:  David Adjei, Leif Hartmark, Laura Moody 

2025: John Bossung 
2026: Pete Seagle, Dixon Southworth, Joy L. Tallmadge, Peter Wrede 

 
 

CHURCH PROGRAM TEAM 
 

Rev. Heather Kirk-Davidoff, Pastor 
pastor@wpcalbany.org 

Cell: 240-281-5005 

 
Christopher Price, Music Director 

music@wpcalbany.org 
 

Belinda Quaye, Director of Christian Education 
ChristianEd@wpcalbany.org  

 
Emma Mrowka, Organist 
organist@wpcalbany.org 

 
 

CHURCH SUPPORT TEAM 
 

Lorraine Charboneau, Church Administrator 
office@wpcalbany.org 

 
CLE Commercial Services, Interior Cleaning 

 
Kim Deal, Communications Manager 

communications@wpcalbany.org 
 

John Fox, Grounds Maintenance 
 

Forrest Holroyd, Treasurer 
treasurer@wpcalbany.org 

 
Joy L. Tallmadge, Associate Sexton 
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