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WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
The Thirteenth Sunday After Pentecost
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Welcome to Westminster! We're glad you're here. If you’re visiting us this morning, we would love to meet you and
greet you. After worship, please join us as we continue our fellowship at our coffee hour.
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WE ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME
(Let the notes of our Opening Prelude be the musical curtain through which we pass as we gather to worship

together. Let the preparation we make together be prayerful.)

Prelude Prelude on “Kingsfold” Penny Rodriguez

X?} Call to Worship Margaret Randall

One: This is the day that the Lord has made!
All: Let us rejoice and be glad in it.
One: Let us worship God.

ﬂ Opening Hymn #410 God Is Calling
Call to Confession Margaret Randall
Jesus says: Let anyone who is thirsty come to me. John 7:37-38

Out of the believer’s heart
shall flow rivers of living water.
Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sin.

/92 Prayer of Confession (unison) Margaret Randall
All: Merciful God,

We confess that we have sinned against you

In thought, word, and deed,

By what we have done,

And by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you

With our whole heart and mind and strength.
We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.



In your mercy, forgive what we have been,
Help us to amend what we are,

And direct what we shall be,

That we may delight in your will

And walk in your ways,

To the glory of your holy name.

(Time of silence)

Assurance of Forgiveness Margaret Randall
One: Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation.
The old life has gone; a new life has begun.
Know that you are forgiven and be at peace.

All: Amen.
Response Hymn #582 Glory To God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me
Passing the Peace
Words of Welcome Rev. Heather Kirk-Davidoff

Duet Be Thou My Vision Nancy and Andrea Holroyd

WE PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD

/?} Prayer for lllumination

One: God of All Power,

Open our ears, our eyes, and our hearts with a spirit of wisdom and revelation.
Help us to hear your voice, to see your ways, and to receive with joy your truth.
In Jesus’ name, Amen.

—

+ \ Scripture Lesson 1 Kings 3:3-14

Solomon loved the LORD, walking in the statutes of his father David, except that he sacrificed and offered incense at
the high places.

The king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the principal high place; Solomon used to offer a thousand
burnt offerings on that altar. At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God said, "Ask what |
should give you."

And Solomon said, "You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant my father David because he walked
before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you, and you have kept for him this
great and steadfast love and have given him a son to sit on his throne today. And now, O LORD my God, you have
made your servant king in place of my father David, although | am only a little child; | do not know how to go out or
come in. And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a great people so numerous they
cannot be numbered or counted.

Give your servant, therefore, an understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between good and evil,
for who can govern this great people of yours?"



It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this.

God said to him, "Because you have asked this and have not asked for yourself long life or riches or for the life of your
enemies but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, now do according to your word. Indeed, |
give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been before you, and no one like you shall arise after you. |
give you also what you have not asked, both riches and honor all your life; no other king shall compare with you.

If you will walk in my ways, keeping my statutes and my commandments, as your father David walked, then | will
lengthen your life."

Sermon and Discussion “Discerning Wisdom: Deeper than Good and Evil” led by Rev. Andrea Holroyd

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD

Prayer Hymn #654 In the Lord, I'll Be Ever Thankful

/@ Gathering Celebrations and Concerns Rev. Heather Kirk-Davidoff
Prayers from State Street Ned Trudeau

Prayers of the People Rev. Heather Kirk-Davidoff

The Lord’s Prayer

All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom

and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

<&l Invitation to the Offering Margaret Randall
Hymn #607 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Christ, all people here below;

Praise Holy Spirit evermore;

Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen.

WE ARE SENT IN GOD’S NAME



ﬂ Closing Hymn #741 Guide My Feet

Charge and Benediction Rev. Andrea Holroyd

Postlude Praise Him! Praise Him! Mark Hayes
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Permission to reprint and stream the copyrighted music in this service is obtained from ONE LICENSE #A-
700692, CCLI Streaming License #21525228 and/or CCLI Reprint #21525211. All rights reserved.

Stay in Touch with Westminster

Visit our website: wpcalbany.org

Like us on Facebook: Westminster Presbyterian Church Albany

Get weekly news email messages by providing a current email address to the church office at
office@wpcalbany.org or calling (518) 436-8544

For more about Westminster’s online communications, please contact us: communications@wpcalbany.org



https://wpcalbany.org/
https://www.facebook.com/wpcalbany
mailto:office@wpcalbany.org
mailto:communications@wpcalbany.org
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GATHERING

470 God Is Calling through the Whisper
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1 God is call-ing through the whis-per of the Spir - it's deep-est sighs,
2 God is call-ing through the voic-es of our neigh-bors’ ur - gent prayers,
3 God is call-ing through the mu -sic of sub-lime and hu-man arts,
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through the thrill of sud-den beau - ties that can catch us by sur- prise.
through their long-ing for re-demp-tion and for res-cue from de - spair.
through the hymns of earth and an - gels, and the car-ols of our hearts.
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Flash of light-ning, crash of thun-der; hush of still - ness, rush of won-der:
Place of hurt or face of need-ing; stri-dentcry or  si-lent plead-ing:
Lift of joy and gift of sing-ing; days and nights our prais-es bring-ing:
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God is call - ing—can you hear? God is call - ing—can you hear?
God is call - ing—can you hear? God is call - ing—can you hear?
God is call - ing—and we hear! Godis call - ing—and we hear!
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This wide-ranging text reminds us of the many surprising and urgent ways God calls to us, both to draw us
near and to send us forth. In the third line of music it is especially effective at harnessing the momentum of
the phrases that are each a note higher than the one before.
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TEXT: Mary Louise Bringle, 2003 W ZLOBIE LEZY
MUSIC: Polish carol; harm. Wilbur Lee, 1958 8.7.8.7.8.8.7.7
Text © 2006 GIA Publications, Inc (this tune in a higher key, 128)

Music Harm. © 1958 Broadman Press (admin. Music Services)



SERVICE MUSIC

582 Glory to God,
Whose Goodness Shines on Me
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1 CGlo - ry to God, whose good - ness shines on  me,
2 World with - out end, Y with - out end. A - men.
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and to  the Son, whose grace has par - doned me,
World with - out end, Y  with - out end. A - men.
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and to  the Spir - it, whose love has set me free.
World with - out end, % with -out end. A - men.
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As it was in the be - gin-ning, is now and ev-er shall be. A - men.

TEXT: Trad. liturgical text; adapt. Paul M. Vasile, 2008 GLORY TO GOD (Vasile)

MUSIC: Paul M. Vasile, 2008
Text Adapt. and Music © 2008 Paul M. Vasile



In the Lord I'll Be Ever Thankful 654
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voic - es; the Lord is near. Lift up your voic - es; the Lord is near.
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This refrain from the ecumenical monastic community at Taizé, France, is meant for repeated singing. A
wonderful quilt of psalm-like phrases, it would be appropriate at any time but the concluding emphasis on
the nearness of the Lord makes it especially fitting for use in Advent.

TEXT: Taizé Community, 1986
MUSIC: Jacques Berthier, 1986
Text and Music © 1991 Les Presses de Taizé (admin. GIA Publications, Inc.)

INTHE LORD I'LL BE EVER THANKFUL

Irregular
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All Blessings Flow

Praise God, from Whom

Doxology
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Praise God, from whom all bless-ings flow; praise Christ, all peo - ple
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TEXT: Neil Weatherhogg, 1988 OLD HUNDREDTH
MUSIC: Genevan Psalter, 1551 LM
Text © 1990 Neil Weatherhogg
SERVICE MUSIC
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DISCIPLESHIP AND MISSION

Feet

741

2 Hold my hand ...
3 Stand by me ...

4 I'm your child ...
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1 Guide my feet while I run this race;
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(ves, my Lord!)
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guide my  feet while 1 run this race;
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(yes, my Lord!)
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guide my  feet while I run this race, for 1
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don’t want to run this race in vain! (race in  vain!)
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5 Search my heart ...
6 Guide my feet ...

This African American spiritual is based on the imagery of “the race that is set before us” in Hebrews 12:1-2.
Its call-and-response structure allows for the improvisation and addition of stanzas related to an athletic
metaphor that is as vivid today as it was centuries ago.

TEXT: African American spiritual
MUSIC: African American spiritual; harm. Wendell P. Whalum, c. 1984
Music Harm. © Estate of Wendell P. Whalum

GUIDE MY FEET
8.8.8.10



