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WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
The Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Welcome to Westminster! We’re glad you’re here.

If you’re visiting us this morning, we would love to meet you and greet you! We invite you to fill out the
Welcome Card in the pew and put it in the offering plate or hand it to an usher in the back.

After worship, please join us downstairs as we continue our fellowship at our coffee hour. We gather
in the hall located directly under the sanctuary. Stairs are located through the doors on either side of the front

of the sanctuary, followed by another stairway that leads downstairs. Additional stairs and an elevator are
available at the rear of the sanctuary. We recognize that our 19th century building can be confusing to

navigate! We are here to help—please speak to an usher if you need assistance.
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WE ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME

(Let the notes of our Prelude be the musical curtain through which we pass as we gather to worship together.
Let the preparation we make together be prayerful.)

Prelude “Morning Mood” Peer Gynt Suite No. 1 Edvard Grieg (1843-1907)
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Call to Worship (Psalm 95:1-2) Gail Garrison
One: O come, let us sing to the Lord

and shout with joy to the rock of our salvation!

All: Let us come into God’s presence with thanksgiving,

singing joyful songs of praise.

Opening Hymn #317 In Christ There Is No East or West

Prayer of Confession Gail Garrison
One: Let us now confess our sins, trusting in God's boundless mercy and grace.

All: Merciful God,

in your gracious presence

we confess our sin and the sin of this world.
Although Christ is among us as our peace,
we are a people divided against ourselves
as we cling to the values of a broken world.
The profit and pleasures we pursue

lay waste the land and pollute the seas.
The fears and jealousies that we harbor
set neighbor against neighbor

and nation against nation.



We abuse your good gifts of imagination and freedom,
of intellect and reason,
and have turned them into bonds of oppression.

Lord, have mercy upon us;

heal and forgive us.

Set us free to serve you in the world

as agents of your reconciling love in Jesus Christ.

(Time of silence)

Assurance of Forgiveness
One: Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation.
The old life has gone; a new life has begun.
Know that you are forgiven and be at peace.

All: Amen.
Response Hymn #582 Glory To God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me
Passing The Peace Gail Garrison
Words of Welcome Rev. Heather Kirk-Davidoff
Choral Anthem “Come and Seek the Ways of Wisdom” Donna Kasbohm

Arr. Thomas Paulson
Text: Ruth Duck

WE PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD
Prayer for lllumination Gail Garrison
One: God of All Power,
Open our ears, our eyes, and our hearts with a spirit of wisdom and revelation.

Help us to hear your voice, to see your ways, and to receive with joy your truth.
In Jesus’ name, Amen.

T
+ Scripture Lesson Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23, New Revised Standard Version

A good name is to be chosen rather than great riches, and favor is better than silver or gold.
The rich and the poor have this in common: the LORD is the maker of them all.

Whoever sows injustice will reap calamity, and the rod of anger will fail.

Those who are generous are blessed, for they share their bread with the poor.

Do not rob the poor because they are poor or crush the afflicted at the gate,

for the LORD pleads their cause and despoils of life those who despoil them.



Sermon “Uncommon Wisdom”

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD

Prayer Hymn #740 Lead Me, Guide Me
Gathering Celebrations and Concerns

Prayer Hymn #740 Lead Me, Guide Me

/?2 Prayers of the People

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom

and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Invitation to the Offering
Offertory Music
Doxology (Hymn #609)
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God, all creatures high and low. Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise God, in Jesus fully known:
Creator, Word, and Spirit one. Alleluia, alleluia!

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Charge to the Congregation

WE ARE SENT IN GOD’S NAME

Rev. Heather Kirk-Davidoff

Gail Garrison

Rev. Heather Kirk-Davidoff



ﬂ Hymn #343 Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life

Benediction Rev. Heather Kirk-Davidoff

Postlude “Anitra’s Dance” Peer Gynt Suite No. 1 Edvard Grieg
(1843-1907)
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Permission to reprint and stream the copyrighted music in this service is obtained from ONE LICENSE #A-
700692, CCLI Streaming License #21525228 and/or CCLI Reprint #21525211. All rights reserved.
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Stay in Touch with Westminster
Visit our website: wpcalbany.org
Like us on Facebook: Westminster Presbyterian Church Albany

o Get weekly news email messages by providing a current email address to the church office at
office@wpcalbany.org or calling (518) 436-8544

® For more about Westminster’s online communications, please contact us: communications@wpcalbany.org



https://wpcalbany.org/
https://wpcalbany.org/
https://www.facebook.com/wpcalbany
https://www.facebook.com/wpcalbany

2024 CHURCH OFFICERS

Session
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THE CHURCH
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This setting expands and enhances the thematic inclusiveness of an early 20th-century text by adapting the
melody of a traditional spiritual to carry these words. This 1940 pairing marked the first use of African
American musical material in a mainline North American hymnal.

TEXT: John Oxenham, 1908, alt. MC KEE
MUSIC: African American spiritual; Jubilee Songs, 1884; adapt. Harry T. Burleigh, 1940 CM
(alternate tune: ST. PETER, 318)



SERVICE MUSIC
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Glory to God,
Whose Goodness Shines on Me
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GLORY TO GOD (Vasile)

TEXT: Trad. liturgical text; adapt. Paul M. Vasile, 2008

MUSIC: Paul M. Vasile, 2008
Text Adapt. and Music © 2008 Paul M. Vasile



DISCIPLESHIP AND MISSION

/740 Lead Me, Guide Me
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Guitar chords do not correspond with keyboard harmony.

This African American gospel hymn can well be understood as an updated adaptation of Psalm 5:8, with the
“enemies” of the psalm treated as the pressures and temptations of daily life. As with the psalms, the “I” here
is understood to express a shared communal experience.

TEXT: Doris Akers, 1953 LEAD ME, GUIDE ME
MUSIC: Doris Akers, 1953; arr. Richard Smallwood Irregular
Text and Music © 1953, ren. Doris Akers (admin. Chappell & Co., Inc./Alfred Publishing Co., Inc.)



SERVICE MUSIC
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Praise God, from Whom
All Blessings Flow
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TEXT: Brian Wren, 1989 LASST UNS ERFREUEN
MUSIC: Geistliche Kirchengesing, 1623; harm. Hal H. Hopson, 1998 LM with alleluias

Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company
Music Harm. © 1998 Hope Publishing Company

(alternate harmonization, 10)



THE LIFE OF THE NATIONS

Where Cross the Crowded
Ways of Life

343

5 O Master, from the mountainside,
make haste to heal these hearts of pain;
among these restless throngs abide;

O tread the city’s streets again;
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6 Till all the world shall learn your love,
and follow where your feet have trod;
till glorious from your heaven above
shall come the city of our God.

Because dense populations always result in concentrated hardships, this vivid yet timeless evocation of
urban need connects to our own day as well as to Jesus’ lament over Jerusalem (Matthew 23:37/ Luke 13:34).
This tune was the first used with this text and is now customary.

TEXT: Frank Mason North,

1903, alt.

MUSIC: Gardiner’s Sacred Melodies, 1815
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