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WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
The Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Welcome to Westminster! We’re glad you’re here.

e If you're visiting us this morning, we would love to meet you and greet you! We invite you to fill out the
Welcome Card in the pew and put it in the offering plate or hand it to an usher in the back.

e After worship, please join us downstairs as we continue our fellowship at our coffee hour. We gather
in the hall located directly under the sanctuary. Stairs are located through the doors on either side of the front

of the sanctuary, followed by another stairway that leads downstairs. Additional stairs and an elevator are
available at the rear of the sanctuary. We recognize that our 19th century building can be confusing to
navigate! We are here to help—please speak to an usher if you need assistance.
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WE ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME

(Let the notes of our Prelude be the musical curtain through which we pass as we gather to worship together.
Let the preparation we make together be prayerful.)

Prelude Canzonetta for Horn & Piano Edna Frida Pietsch

/?) Call to Worship (Psalm 95:1-2) John Bossung

One: O come, let us sing to the Lord

and shout with joy to the rock of our salvation!

All: Let us come into God’s presence with thanksgiving,
singing joyful songs of praise.

ﬂ Opening Hymn #687 Our God, Our Help in Ages Past
Prayer of Confession John Bossung
One: Let us now confess our sins, trusting in God's boundless mercy and grace.

All: Merciful God,

in your gracious presence

we confess our sin and the sin of this world.
Although Christ is among us as our peace,
we are a people divided against ourselves
as we cling to the values of a broken world.
The profit and pleasures we pursue

lay waste the land and pollute the seas.
The fears and jealousies that we harbor

set neighbor against neighbor

and nation against nation.

We abuse your good gifts of imagination and freedom,
of intellect and reason,
and have turned them into bonds of oppression.



Lord, have mercy upon us;

heal and forgive us.

Set us free to serve you in the world

as agents of your reconciling love in Jesus Christ.

(Time of silence)

Assurance of Forgiveness
One: Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation.
The old life has gone; a new life has begun.
Know that you are forgiven and be at peace.

All: Amen.
Response Hymn #582 Glory To God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me

Passing The Peace

Words of Welcome Rev. Heather Kirk-Davidoff

Anthem “Mary Did You Know?” alternative lyrics by Jennifer Henry
Sung by Nancy Holroyd

Mary Did you know?
lyrics by Jennifer Henry

Mary did you know,
that your ancient words
would still leap off our pages?
Mary did you know,
that your spirit song
would echo through the ages?

Did you know that your holy cry
would be subversive word,
that the tyrants would be trembling
when they know your truth is heard?

Mary did you know,
that your lullaby
would stir your own Child’s passion?
Mary did you know,
that your song inspires
the work of liberation?

Did you know that your Jubilee
is hope within the heart
of all who dream of justice,
who yearn for it to start?

The truth will teach, the drum will sound, healing for the pain
The poor will rise, the rich will fall. Hope will live again.
(Cont.)



Mary did you know,
that we hear your voice
for the healing of the nations?
Mary did you know,
your unsettling cry
can help renew creation?

Do you know, that we need your faith,
the confidence of you,
May the God that you believe in,
be so true.

Mary do you know.

WE PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD

Prayer for lllumination John Bossung
One: God of All Power,
Open our ears, our eyes, and our hearts with a spirit of wisdom and revelation.

Help us to hear your voice, to see your ways, and to receive with joy your truth.

In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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¥ \ Scripture Lesson Proverbs 31:10-31, New Revised Standard Version

A woman of strength who can find? She is far more precious than jewels.

The heart of her husband trusts in her, and he will have no lack of gain.

She does him good and not harm all the days of her life.

She seeks wool and flax and works with willing hands.

She is like the ships of the merchant; she brings her food from far away.

She rises while it is still night and provides food for her household and tasks for her female servant.
She considers a field and buys it; with the fruit of her hands she plants a vineyard.

She girds herself with strength and makes her arms strong.

She perceives that her merchandise is profitable. Her lamp does not go out at night.
She puts her hands to the distaff, and her hands hold the spindle.

She opens her hand to the poor and reaches out her hands to the needy.

She is not afraid for her household when it snows, for all her household are clothed in crimson.
She makes herself coverings; her clothing is fine linen and purple.

Her husband is known in the city gates, taking his seat among the elders of the land.
She makes linen garments and sells them; she supplies the merchant with sashes.
Strength and dignity are her clothing, and she laughs at the time to come.

She opens her mouth with wisdom, and the teaching of kindness is on her tongue.

She looks well to the ways of her household and does not eat the bread of idleness.

Her children rise up and call her happy; her husband, too, and he praises her:

"Many women have done excellently, but you surpass them all."

Charm is deceitful and beauty is vain, but a woman who fears the LORD is to be praised.
Give her a share in the fruit of her hands, and let her works praise her in the city gates.

Sermon “Praise Her” Rev. Heather Kirk-Davidoff

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD



Prayer Hymn #656 We've Come This Far by Faith
Gathering Celebrations and Concerns

Prayer Hymn #656 We've Come This Far by Faith

/?2 Prayers of the People

The Lord’s Prayer
Invitation to the Offering
Offertory Music Poem
Doxology (Hymn #609)
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God, all creatures high and low. Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise God, in Jesus fully known:
Creator, Word, and Spirit one. Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Charge to the Congregation

WE ARE SENT IN GOD’S NAME

ﬂ Hymn #324 For All the Faithful Women
Benediction
Postlude Saint’s Delight
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Sung by Judy Ashburn
John Bossung

Ellen Jane Lorenz

Rev. Heather Kirk-Davidoff

Rev. Heather Kirk-Davidoff

Patricia Lou Harris

Permission to reprint and stream the copyrighted music in this service is obtained from ONE LICENSE #A-
700692, CCLI Streaming License #21525228 and/or CCLI Reprint #21525211. All rights reserved.
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Stay in Touch with Westminster

e Visit our website: wpcalbany.org
® Like us on Facebook: Westminster Presbyterian Church Albany

o Get weekly news email messages by providing a current email address to the church office at

office@wpcalbany.org or calling (518) 436-8544

® For more about Westminster’s online communications, please contact us: communications@wpcalbany.org



https://wpcalbany.org/
https://wpcalbany.org/
https://www.facebook.com/wpcalbany
https://www.facebook.com/wpcalbany
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CELEBRATING TIME

68/ Our God, Our Help in Ages Past
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5 Time, like an ever rolling stream, 6
bears all our years away;
they fly forgotten, as a dream

dies at the opening day.

Our God, our help in ages past,

our hope for years to come,

be thou our guard while life shall last,
and our eternal home.

Many people sing this hymn unaware that it paraphrases Psalm 90, partly because this text speaks so
immediately to the human condition. Since the middle of the 19th century, it has usually been joined to this
tune named for the London parish where the composer was organist.

TEXT: Isaac Watts, 1719, alt.
MUSIC: Attr. William Croft, 1708
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SERVICE MUSIC

582

Glory to God,
Whose Goodness Shines on Me
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GLORY TO GOD (Vasile)

TEXT: Trad. liturgical text; adapt. Paul M. Vasile, 2008

MUSIC: Paul M. Vasile, 2008
Text Adapt. and Music © 2008 Paul M. Vasile



THANKSGIVING

We've Come This Far by Faith 656
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This refrain from a longer hymn could well be understood as a black gospel reflection on several biblical
passages: 2 Corinthians 5:7, 1 Samuel 7:12, and 1 Chronicles 17:16. All these texts bear witness to God's
faithfulness toward all who are engaged in the pilgrimage of faith.

TEXT and MUSIC: Albert A. Goodson, 1956
Text and Music © 1965, ren. 1993 Manna Music, Inc. (admin. ClearBox Rights)

THIS FAR BY FAITH
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SERVICE MUSIC
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Praise God, from Whom

All Blessings Flow
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TEXT: Brian Wren, 1989
MUSIC: Geistliche Kirchengesing, 1623; harm. Hal H. Hopson, 1998
Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company

Music Harm. © 1998 Hope Publishing Company
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(alternate harmonization, 10)



THE CHURCH

324  For All the Faithful Women
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serve and wor - ship Na - o - mi's God till death.
Lord a - ris - en, dis - pel - ling doubt and gloom.
in your ser - vice, our lives may sing your praise.

Guitar chords do not correspond with keyboard harmony.

Created to honor the tenth anniversary of the first ordination of a woman in the Lutheran Church in America,
this text celebrates representative women of the Bible: Miriam and Ruth from Hebrew Scripture, Mary,
Martha, and Mary Magdalene from the gospels, and Dorcas from Acts.

TEXT: Herman G. Stuempfle Jr., 1975, alt.

MUSIC: Finnish folk melody; adapt. and harm. David Evans, 1927
Text © 1993 GIA Publications, Inc.

Music Harm. © 1927 Oxford University Press
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