
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Albany, New York 

September 22, 2024 
Service of Worship 10:00 AM  



WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
The Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

Welcome to Westminster!  We’re glad you’re here. 

 

● If you’re visiting us this morning, we would love to meet you and greet you!  We invite you to fill out the 
Welcome Card in the pew and put it in the offering plate or hand it to an usher in the back. 

 
● After worship, please join us downstairs as we continue our fellowship at our coffee hour. We gather 

in the hall located directly under the sanctuary. Stairs are located through the doors on either side of the front 

of the sanctuary, followed by another stairway that leads downstairs. Additional stairs and an elevator are 

available at the rear of the sanctuary.  We recognize that our 19th century building can be confusing to 

navigate!  We are here to help–please speak to an usher if you need assistance. 

 

⌘ ⌘ ⌘ 
 

 

WE ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME 
 

(Let the notes of our Prelude be the musical curtain through which we pass as we gather to worship together.  
Let the preparation we make together be prayerful.)   

 
Prelude                                                                   Canzonetta for Horn & Piano                                              Edna Frida Pietsch                                                                   

 

Call to Worship (Psalm 95:1-2)                      John Bossung                                                                                                    

One: O come, let us sing to the Lord 

and shout with joy to the rock of our salvation! 

All:  Let us come into God’s presence with thanksgiving, 

singing joyful songs of praise.  
 
Opening Hymn #687                                      Our God, Our Help in Ages Past 
 
Prayer of Confession                       John Bossung 

One:  Let us now confess our sins, trusting in God's boundless mercy and grace. 

 

All:  Merciful God, 

in your gracious presence 

we confess our sin and the sin of this world. 

Although Christ is among us as our peace, 

we are a people divided against ourselves 

as we cling to the values of a broken world. 

The profit and pleasures we pursue 

lay waste the land and pollute the seas. 

The fears and jealousies that we harbor 

set neighbor against neighbor 

and nation against nation. 

 

We abuse your good gifts of imagination and freedom, 

of intellect and reason, 

and have turned them into bonds of oppression. 



Lord, have mercy upon us; 

heal and forgive us. 

Set us free to serve you in the world 

as agents of your reconciling love in Jesus Christ. 

(Time of silence) 

 
Assurance of Forgiveness 

One: Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. 

The old life has gone; a new life has begun. 

Know that you are forgiven and be at peace. 
 

All: Amen. 

 
Response Hymn #582   Glory To God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me 
 
Passing The Peace           
 
Words of Welcome                                                                                               Rev. Heather Kirk-Davidoff 
 
Anthem                               “Mary Did You Know?”        alternative lyrics by Jennifer Henry
                      Sung by Nancy Holroyd 
 

Mary Did you know? 
lyrics by Jennifer Henry 

 
Mary did you know, 

that your ancient words 
would still leap off our pages? 

Mary did you know, 
that your spirit song 

would echo through the ages? 
 

Did you know that your holy cry 
would be subversive word, 

that the tyrants would be trembling 
when they know your truth is heard? 

 
Mary did you know, 

that your lullaby 
would stir your own Child’s passion? 

Mary did you know, 
that your song inspires 
the work of liberation? 

 
Did you know that your Jubilee 

is hope within the heart 
of all who dream of justice, 

who yearn for it to start? 
 

The truth will teach, the drum will sound, healing for the pain 
The poor will rise, the rich will fall. Hope will live again. 

(Cont.) 



Mary did you know, 
that we hear your voice 

for the healing of the nations? 
Mary did you know, 
your unsettling cry 

can help renew creation? 

 

Do you know, that we need your faith, 
the confidence of you, 

May the God that you believe in, 
be so true. 

 

Mary do you know. 
 

WE PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD  
                                                                   

Prayer for Illumination                        John Bossung 
One:  God of All Power, 
      Open our ears, our eyes, and our hearts with a spirit of wisdom and revelation. 
      Help us to hear your voice, to see your ways, and to receive with joy your truth. 
      In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 

Scripture Lesson               Proverbs 31:10-31, New Revised Standard Version 
 

A woman of strength who can find? She is far more precious than jewels. 

The heart of her husband trusts in her, and he will have no lack of gain. 

She does him good and not harm all the days of her life. 

She seeks wool and flax and works with willing hands. 

She is like the ships of the merchant; she brings her food from far away. 

She rises while it is still night and provides food for her household and tasks for her female servant. 

She considers a field and buys it; with the fruit of her hands she plants a vineyard. 

She girds herself with strength and makes her arms strong. 

She perceives that her merchandise is profitable. Her lamp does not go out at night. 

She puts her hands to the distaff, and her hands hold the spindle. 

She opens her hand to the poor and reaches out her hands to the needy. 

She is not afraid for her household when it snows, for all her household are clothed in crimson. 

She makes herself coverings; her clothing is fine linen and purple. 

Her husband is known in the city gates, taking his seat among the elders of the land. 

She makes linen garments and sells them; she supplies the merchant with sashes. 

Strength and dignity are her clothing, and she laughs at the time to come. 

She opens her mouth with wisdom, and the teaching of kindness is on her tongue. 

She looks well to the ways of her household and does not eat the bread of idleness. 

Her children rise up and call her happy; her husband, too, and he praises her: 

"Many women have done excellently, but you surpass them all." 

Charm is deceitful and beauty is vain, but a woman who fears the LORD is to be praised. 

Give her a share in the fruit of her hands, and let her works praise her in the city gates. 

 

Sermon                                              “Praise Her”         Rev. Heather Kirk-Davidoff 
 

WE RESPOND TO  GOD’S WORD  
 



Prayer Hymn #656  We've Come This Far by Faith  
 
Gathering Celebrations and Concerns 
 
Prayer Hymn #656  We've Come This Far by Faith 
 

 
Prayers of the People      
                                 

The Lord’s Prayer                       Sung by Judy Ashburn 
 

Invitation to the Offering                                  John Bossung 
 
Offertory Music                    Poem                          Ellen Jane Lorenz      
 
Doxology (Hymn #609) 
 
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 
 Praise God, all creatures high and low.  Alleluia, alleluia! 
 Praise God, in Jesus fully known:   
 Creator, Word, and Spirit one.  Alleluia, alleluia! 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
Charge to the Congregation                                                                                                       Rev. Heather Kirk-Davidoff
                                           

WE ARE SENT IN GOD’S NAME 
 

 

Hymn #324     For All the Faithful Women 
 
Benediction                                              Rev. Heather Kirk-Davidoff 
 

Postlude                                                                           Saint’s Delight                                                               Patricia Lou Harris                                           
                                                                                                                                                                             

⌘⌘ ⌘ ⌘ 
 

Permission to reprint and stream the copyrighted music in this service is obtained from ONE LICENSE #A-

700692, CCLI Streaming License #21525228 and/or CCLI Reprint #21525211. All rights reserved. 
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Stay in Touch with Westminster 

● Visit our website: wpcalbany.org 
● Like us on Facebook: Westminster Presbyterian Church Albany 
● Get weekly news email messages by providing a current email address to the church office at 

office@wpcalbany.org or calling (518) 436-8544 
● For more about Westminster’s online communications, please contact us: communications@wpcalbany.org 

 
  

https://wpcalbany.org/
https://wpcalbany.org/
https://www.facebook.com/wpcalbany
https://www.facebook.com/wpcalbany


2024 CHURCH OFFICERS 

 
Session 

Leah Threatte, Clerk of Session 
 2024: Nancy Holroyd, Susan Schell 

2025:  Ephraim Adjei, Peter McKee, Linore Southworth 
2026:  John Bossung, Kate Gallagher, Felicia Kollie-Gambles, Nathan Powers 

 
Deacons 

Mary Bullis and Dodie Seagle, Co-moderators 
2024: Ruthanne Brod, Cynthia Dwyer, Mabel McGraw 

2025:  Kelly Crisfield, Carolyn Smith 
2026: Mary Bullis, Marie McClumpha, Dodie Seagle 

             
Trustees 

John Bossung, President 
2024:  David Adjei, Leif Hartmark, Laura Moody 

2025: John Bossung 
2026: Pete Seagle, Joy L. Tallmadge, Peter Wrede

 
 

CHURCH PROGRAM TEAM 
 

Rev. Heather Kirk-Davidoff, Pastor 
pastor@wpcalbany.org 

Cell: 240-281-5005 
 

Christopher Price, Music Director 
music@wpcalbany.org 

 
Belinda Quaye, Director of Christian Education 

ChristianEd@wpcalbany.org  
 

Emma Mrowka, Organist 
organist@wpcalbany.org 

 
 

 
 

CHURCH SUPPORT TEAM 
 

Lorraine Charboneau, Church Administrator 
office@wpcalbany.org 

 
CLE Commercial Services, Interior Cleaning 

 
Kim Deal, Communications Manager 

communications@wpcalbany.org 
 

John Fox, Grounds Maintenance 
 

Forrest Holroyd, Treasurer 
treasurer@wpcalbany.org 

 
Joy L. Tallmadge, Associate Sexton

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
262 State Street (Mail to: 85 Chestnut Street) 

Albany, New York 12210 
Office: (518) 436-8544 

Email: office@wpcalbany.org website: wpcalbany.org                       
  

https://wpcalbany.org/


 



 



 



 



 


