A\

WESTMINSTER

Presbyterian Church

Albany, New York

October 20, 2024
Service of Worship 10:00 AM



Westminster Presbyterian Church
The Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost

Welcome to Westminster! We’re glad you’re here.

e If you're visiting us this morning, we would love to meet you and greet you! We invite you to fill out the
Welcome Card in the pew and put it in the offering plate or hand it to an usher in the back.

e After worship, please join us downstairs as we continue our fellowship at our coffee hour. We gather
in the hall located directly under the sanctuary. Stairs are located through the doors on either side of the front

of the sanctuary, followed by another stairway that leads downstairs. Additional stairs and an elevator are
available at the rear of the sanctuary. We recognize that our 19th century building can be confusing to
navigate! We are here to help—please speak to an usher if you need assistance.
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WE ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME

(Let the notes of our Prelude be the musical curtain through which we pass as we gather to worship together.
Let the preparation we make together be prayerful.)

Prelude “Kum Ba Yah” Adolphus Hailstork (b. 1941)

/72 Call to Worship (Psalm 95:1-2) Fatmata Hilton

One: O come, let us sing to the Lord

and shout with joy to the rock of our salvation!

All: Let us come into God’s presence with thanksgiving,
singing joyful songs of praise.

ﬂ Opening Hymn #727 Will You Let Me Be Your Servant
Prayer of Confession Fatmata Hilton
One: Let us now confess our sins, trusting in God's boundless mercy and grace.

All: Merciful God,

in your gracious presence

we confess our sin and the sin of this world.
Although Christ is among us as our peace,
we are a people divided against ourselves
as we cling to the values of a broken world.
The profit and pleasures we pursue

lay waste the land and pollute the seas.
The fears and jealousies that we harbor
set neighbor against neighbor

and nation against nation.



We abuse your good gifts of imagination and freedom,
of intellect and reason,
and have turned them into bonds of oppression.

Lord, have mercy upon us;

heal and forgive us.

Set us free to serve you in the world

as agents of your reconciling love in Jesus Christ.

(Time of silence)

Assurance of Forgiveness
One: Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation.
The old life has gone; a new life has begun.
Know that you are forgiven and be at peace.

All: Amen.

Response Hymn #582 Glory To God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me

Passing The Peace

Words of Welcome Fatmata Hilton
Choral Anthem Awake, My Heart Jane M. Marshall

WE PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD

Prayer for lllumination Fatmata Hilton
One: God of All Power,
Open our ears, our eyes, and our hearts with a spirit of wisdom and revelation.

Help us to hear your voice, to see your ways, and to receive with joy your truth.

In Jesus’ name, Amen.
e

F \ Scripture Lesson Mark 10:35-45

James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to him and said to him, “Teacher, we want you to do for us

whatever we ask of you.” And he said to them, “What is it you want me to do for you?” And they said to him,
“Appoint us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your glory.” But Jesus said to them, “You do not
know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that | drink or be baptized with the baptism that | am
baptized with?” They replied, “We are able.” Then Jesus said to them, “The cup that | drink you will drink, and with
the baptism with which | am baptized you will be baptized, but to sit at my right hand or at my left is not mine to
appoint, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared.”

When the ten heard this, they began to be angry with James and John. So Jesus called them and said to them, “You
know that among the gentiles those whom they recognize as their rulers lord it over them, and their great ones are
tyrants over them. But it is not so among you; instead, whoever wishes to become great among you must be your
servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you must be slave of all. For the Son of Man came not to be served but
to serve and to give his life a ransom for many.”



Sermon “Serving Together”
WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD

Prayer Hymn #729 Lord, | Want to Be a Christian (verses 1 & 2)
Gathering Celebrations and Concerns

Prayer Hymn #729 Lord, | Want to Be a Christian (verse 3)

/7) Prayers from State Street
w Prayers of the People

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom

and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Invitation to the Offering
Offertory Music “Choral”
Doxology (Hymn #609)
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God, all creatures high and low. Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise God, in Jesus fully known:
Creator, Word, and Spirit one. Alleluia, alleluia!

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Charge to the Congregation

WE ARE SENT IN GOD’S NAME

Rev. Heather Kirk-Davidoff

Ned Trudeau

Fatmata Hilton

Fatmata Hilton

Flor Peeters (1903-1986)

Rev. Heather Kirk-Davidoff



ﬂ Hymn #761 Called as Partners in Christ's Service

Benediction Rev. Heather Kirk-Davidoff

Postlude “Postlude”
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Flor Peeters (1903-1986)

Permission to reprint and stream the copyrighted music in this service is obtained from ONE LICENSE #A-
700692, CCLI Streaming License #21525228 and/or CCLI Reprint #21525211. All rights reserved.
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Stay in Touch with Westminster
® Visit our website: wpcalbany.org
® Like us on Facebook: Westminster Presbyterian Church Albany

Get weekly news email messages by providing a current email address to the church office at
office@wpcalbany.org or calling (518) 436-8544

For more about Westminster’s online communications, please contact us: communications@wpcalbany.org



https://wpcalbany.org/
https://wpcalbany.org/
https://www.facebook.com/wpcalbany
https://www.facebook.com/wpcalbany

2024 CHURCH OFFICERS

Session
Leah Threatte, Clerk of Session
2024: Nancy Holroyd, Susan Schell
2025: Ephraim Adjei, Peter McKee, Linore Southworth
2026: John Bossung, Kate Gallagher, Felicia Kollie-Gambles, Nathan Powers

Deacons
Mary Bullis and Dodie Seagle, Co-moderators
2024: Ruthanne Brod, Cynthia Dwyer, Mabel McGraw
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DISCIPLESHIP AND MISSION

Will You Let Me Be Your Servant /27

The Servant Song
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1,6 Will you let me be your ser - vant, let me
2 We are pil - grims on a jour - ney; we're to -
31 will hold the  Christ - light for  you in the
41 will weep when  you are weep - ing; when you
5 When we  sing to God in heav - en, we shall
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be as Christ to you? Pray that I may have the
geth - er on  the road. We are here to  help each
night - time  of  your fear. I  will hold my hand out
laugh TI'll laugh with you. I will share your joy and
find such har - mo - ny, born of all we've known to -
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grace to let you be my ser - vant  too.
oth - er walk the mile and  bear the load.
to you, speak the peace you long to  hear.
sor - row tll we've seen this jour - ney through.
geth - er  of Christ's love and ag - o - ny.
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The opening and closing stanza expresses the essence of this folk-style song about the mutuality of servant
ministry: those who serve must also be willing to be served. This is what Christ intended when he
commanded the disciples to “wash one another’s feet” (John 13:14).

TEXT: Richard Gillard, 1977, alt.

MUSIC: Richard Gillard, 1977; arr. Betty Pulkingham

Text and Music © 1977 Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing

THE SERVANT SONG
8.7.8.7



SERVICE MUSIC

5382 Glory to God,

Whose Goodness Shines on Me
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1 Glo - ry to God, whose good - ness shines on me,
2 World with - out end, %  with -out end. A - men.
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and to the Son, whose grace has par - doned me,
World with - out end, Y with - out end. A - men.
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and to  the Spir - it whose love has set me free.
World with - out end, Y  with -out end. A - men.
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As it was in the be - gin-ning, is now and ev-er shall be. A - men.

TEXT: Trad. liturgical text; adapt. Paul M. Vasile, 2008
MUSIC: Paul M. Vasile, 2008
Text Adapt. and Music © 2008 Paul M. Vasile

GLORY TO GOD (Vasile)



DISCIPLESHIP AND MISSION

/29 Lord, | Want to Be a Christian
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1 Lord, I want to be a Chris-tian in my heart, in my heart;
2 Lord, I want to be more lov-ing in my heart, in my heart;

3 Lord, I want to be more ho - ly in my heart, in my heart;
4 Lord, I want to be like Je - sus in my heart, in my heart;
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Lord, I ~want to be a Chris-tian in my  heart.
Lord, T want to be more lov-ing in my  heart.
Lord, I want to be more ho - ly in my  heart
Lord, T want to be like Je -sus in my  heart.
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In my heart, in my  heart,
In my heart, in my heart,
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Lord, I  want to be a  Chris-tian in my heart.
Lord, I want to be more lov-ing in my heart.
Lord, I  want to be more ho -1ly in my heart.
Lord, I want to be like Je - sus in my heart.
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Through its recurring phrase, “in my heart,” this poignant African American spiritual expresses the desire
that our professed faith will not be superficial or hypocritical but will permeate the very center of our being,
so that we may truly be the people God calls us to be.
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TEXT and MUSIC: African American spiritual I WANT TO BE A CHRISTIAN
Irregular



SERVICE MUSIC
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Praise God, from Whom
All Blessings Flow
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Praise God, from whom all bless-ings flow. Praise God, all crea-tures
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God, in Je-sus ful -ly known:

Cre - a - tor, Word, and Spir - it
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lu - ia, al -le - Iu - ia al -le - lu - ia!
TEXT: Brian Wren, 1989 LASST UNS ERFREUEN
MUSIC: Geistliche Kirchengesing, 1623; harm. Hal H. Hopson, 1998

Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company

Music Harm. © 1998 Hope Publishing Company

LM with alleluias
(alternate harmonization, 10)



JUSTICE AND RECONCILIATION

Called as Partners in Christ’s Service 7671
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Called as part-ners in Christ’s ser-vice, called to min-is-tries of grace,
Christ’s ex-am - ple, Christ’s in-spir-ing, Christ’s clear call to work and worth,
Thus new pat-terns for Christ’s mis-sion, in a small or glob-al sense,
So God grantus for to - mor-row ways to or-der hu-man life
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we re-spond with deep com-mit-ment fresh new lines of faith to  trace.
let us fol-low, nev -er fal-tering, rec - on - cil - ing folk on earth.
help us bear each oth - er’s bur-dens, break-ing down each wall or  fence.
that sur-round each per-son’s sor-row with a calm that con-quers strife.

e o |
o ] ] T—‘:ﬁ:’:t:EF;_F_H &
= | !

e e
‘w{l{!r"’

|
£
|

{

@
T R e O S [ | 4 | | M|

May we learn the art of shar-ing, side by side and friend with friend,
Men and wom-en, rich-er, poor-er, all God’s peo-ple, young and old,
Words of com - fort,words of  vi-sion, words of chal-lenge, said with care,

Make us part-ners in our liv-ing, our com-pas-sion to in - crease,
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e - qual part-ners in our car-ing to ful-fill God’s cho-sen end.
blend-ing hu-man skills to - geth-er gra-cious gifts from God un - fold.
bring new power and strength for ac-tion, make us col-leagues, free and fair.
mes - sen-gers of faith, thus giv-ing hope and con - fi - dence and peace.

D e e

{

e |
A I bl !
>

PHI’P‘I!III!!;‘I
T F!

This hymn is a celebration of mutuality and diversity as well as a challenge to the Christian community to
live out a ministry of reconciliation and inclusion. This 20th-century text is set to a 19th-century tune named
for the noted pastor and preacher Henry Ward Beecher.
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TEXT: Jane Parker Huber, 1981 BEECHER
MUSIC: John Zundel, 1870 8.7.8.7.D
Text © 1981 Jane Parker Huber (admin. Westminster John Knox Press) (alternate tune: EBENEZER)



