
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Albany, New York 
December 1, 2024 

Service of Worship 10:00 AM  



WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH AT WORSHIP 
The First Sunday of Advent 

 

⌘ ⌘ ⌘ 
 
Welcome to Westminster!  We’re glad you’re here. 
 

● If you’re visiting us this morning, we would love to meet you and greet you!  We invite you to fill out the 
Welcome Card in the pew and put it in the offering plate or hand it to an usher in the back. 
 

● After worship, please join us downstairs as we continue our fellowship at our coffee hour. We gather 
in the hall located directly under the sanctuary. Stairs are located through the doors on either side of the front 
of the sanctuary, followed by another stairway that leads downstairs. Additional stairs and an elevator are 
available at the rear of the sanctuary.  We recognize that our 19th century building can be confusing to 
navigate!  We are here to help–please speak to an usher if you need assistance. 

 

⌘ ⌘ ⌘ 
 

WE ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME 
 

(Let the notes of our Prelude be the musical curtain through which we pass as we gather to worship together. Let 
the preparation we make together be prayerful.) 

 
Prelude                                                            “Variations on “Veni Emmanuel””                        Edward W. Beals (1933-2015) 
 
 
Choral Introit (Hymn #84, “Creator of the Stars of Night”) 
 

Creator of the stars of night, 
Your people’s everlasting light, 
O Christ, Redeemer of us all, 
We pray you hear us when we call. 

  
Advent Candle Liturgy               Joyce Asuako, Sallar and Nana Afia Kumi-Yeboah 
 

One:  In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth, 
And set lights in the sky–sun and moon and stars. 
By these stars, our ancestors charted their journeys. 
By these stars, they knew God was with them.         
 
Two:  Today we light one candle to bring the fire of the stars 
down from heaven to earth, to rest among us. 
We name this candle Hope.   
(The first Advent candle is lit.)        
 

 
Opening Hymn #88     O Come, O Come Emmanuel 
  
 
 
 
 



Call to Confession                                                                      John Bossung 
 

We too are on a journey, and we do not always know the way. 
Let us confess our sins before God and one another. 
 

  
Prayer of Confession                              John Bossung  
 

All:  We lift up our souls to you, O God,  

knowing that we have not always walked closely with you.   

In fact, sometimes we have stopped walking altogether.   

We seem to revisit the same problems over and over  

without really looking for ways to move forward.  

So much in our lives and in our world seems played out and tired.   

Forgive us, God, for our lack of faith in your power and your promises.   

Help us to hope even when things seem hopeless. 

          
Assurance of Forgiveness                       John Bossung 
  

Listen now to the prayer of an ancient poet:   Psalm 67:5-8 
“For God alone my soul waits in silence, 
for my hope is from him. 
God alone is my rock and my salvation, 
my fortress; I shall not be shaken. 
On God rests my deliverance and my honor; 
my mighty rock, my refuge is in God. 
Trust in him at all times, O people; 
pour out your heart before him; 
God is a refuge for us.” 
 
Even when better days seem very far away 
and the weight of the world seems to crush any sense of possibility, 
we chart our path by the star of hope,  
trusting in God’s promises. 
 
Let us pray: 
Lord Jesus, help us to become the signs of hope that others are searching for. 
As the Advent candle is a glimpse of the light of the heavens, 
help us to be a glimpse of heaven’s hope.  Amen. 
 

Passing The Peace                              John Bossung                                      

       

Words of Welcome                                                                                        Rev. Heather Kirk-Davidoff 

 

Choir Anthem      The Infant King         arr. David Willcocks 
 
 
 

WE PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD    

 

   



Prayer for Illumination                        John Bossung
  

One: Holy God, our hope and strength,  
by the power of your Spirit  
prepare the way in our hearts 
for the coming of your Word, 
so that we may see the glorious signs  
of your promise fulfilled; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.        

 
 
Scripture Lesson       Luke 3:1-6                                                                read by John Bossung 

 
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler 
of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during 
the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. He 
went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is 
written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, 
 
“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord; 
    make his paths straight. 
Every valley shall be filled, 
    and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
and the crooked shall be made straight, 
    and the rough ways made smooth, 
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ ”  

             

                                                         
Sermon                                      “Not There Yet”        Rev. Heather Kirk-Davidoff                        

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

Prayer Hymn #103  Come Now, O Prince of Peace (verses 1-4) 
 

 
Gathering Celebrations and Concerns   
 
Prayer Hymn #103  Come Now, O Prince of Peace (verses 1 & 2)                    
   

Prayers of the People                                                                                                                             Rev. Heather Kirk-Davidoff    

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

All:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom  

       and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.     



 
Invitation to the Offering              John Bossung 
 

 
Offertory Music “O Lord of Light, Who Made the Stars’  David N. Johnson (1922-1987) 
 
 
Hymn #607                                                                           Doxology    
            

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Christ, all people here below; 
praise Holy Spirit evermore; 
Praise Triune God, whom we adore.  Amen.           

 
                                                                                                

SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 
 
 
Invitation to Communion               Rev. Heather Kirk-Davidoff and Elder Linore Southworth 
 
 

The Lord be with you. And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
How can we thank you, O God?  
for sun and moon and stars; 
for breath and life and all things good; 
for your steadfast promise and your faithful love;  
for the day that is surely coming 
when all things will be made new. 
 
With saints, with angels, and with the whole creation,  
we join the ancient and eternal hymn: 
  
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
We give you thanks, Holy God, for Jesus,  
who came to be your living Word, 
to baptize us with Spirit and fire, 
to feed the hungry, to humble the mighty, 
and to announce the good news of your coming realm. 
 
With thanksgiving, we remember how, when the hour had come,  
Jesus took his place at the table with the apostles. 
He said to them, I will not eat this Passover again  
until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God. 



Then Jesus took bread, 
and when he had given thanks, 
he broke it and gave it to them, saying,  
This is my body, which is given for you.  
Do this in remembrance of me. 
 
After supper, he took a cup, saying,  
This cup that is poured out for you  
is the new covenant in my blood. 
I will not drink of the fruit of the vine  
until the kingdom of God comes. 
 
With thanks and praise we offer ourselves to you,  
sharing this holy meal, 
remembering Christ’s dying and rising,  
and praying: Come, Lord Jesus! 
 
Pour out your Holy Spirit upon us—  
this bread, this cup, these people—  
Christ’s body and blood, 
given in love for the world. 
 
Make us one in the Spirit,  
one in the church, 
and one with Christ our Lord. 
 
Make us gentle, joyful, thankful people,  
serving our neighbors, worshiping you alone. 
Keep us in the peace of Christ 
until you gather us at your table in glory. 
 
Even now, a voice is crying in the wilderness:  
prepare the way of the Lord! 
 
Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor are yours, almighty God,  
now and forever. Amen. 

 
 

Sharing Bread and Cup 

 
 

 
Communion Hymn #91     “Come, Come Emmanuel”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  Prayer after Communion  

Leader:  Mighty God, holy is your name. 
We thank you for gathering us at your table  
and feeding us with the bread of life. 
All:  As we leave this table 
to go to the many places where you call us,  
send your Spirit to accompany us, 
so that we may share in your magnificent work: 
lifting up those who are laid low, 
showing mercy to all in need of human kindness,  
and feeding the bodies and hearts 
of all those who are hungry. Amen. 
 

                                                                     WE ARE SENT IN GOD’S NAME 
 
 

 Hymn #744     Arise, Your Light Is Come! 

                                      
 
Charge and Benediction                                        Rev. Heather Kirk-Davidoff 
 
 
Hymn #92 (verse 1)   While We are Waiting Come 
 

While we are waiting, come; while we are waiting, come. 
Jesus, our Lord, Emmanuel, while we are waiting, come. 
 

 
Postlude                                                      “Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying”            Johann Gottfried Walther (1684-1748)                                                                                       
                                                                                                                                                    
    

 

AFTER WORSHIP THIS MORNING: THE HANGING OF THE GREENS 

Please stay for a bit after worship and help us decorate our sanctuary for the Advent season.  Adults 

and children are welcome!  There are heavy jobs (assembling our big Christmas trees) and light jobs 

(decorating a tree with chrismons) and everything in between.  We’ll have coffee, tea and some 

Christmas cookies on hand to sweeten the work! 

 
 
 
Permission to reprint and stream the copyrighted music in this service is obtained from ONE LICENSE #A-700692, 
CCLI Streaming License #21525228 and/or CCLI Reprint #21525211. All rights reserved. 
 
Stay in Touch with Westminster 
 

● Visit our website: https://wpcalbany.org 
● Like us on Facebook: Westminster Presbyterian Church Albany 

● Get weekly news email messages by providing a current email address to the church office at 
office@wpcalbany.org or calling (518) 436-8544 

For more about Westminster’s online communications, please contact us: communications@wpcalbany.org 

https://wpcalbany.org/
https://www.facebook.com/wpcalbany
mailto:office@wpcalbany.org
mailto:communications@wpcalbany.org


2024 CHURCH OFFICERS 
 

Session 
Leah Threatte, Clerk of Session 

 2024: Nancy Holroyd, Susan Schell 
2025:  Ephraim Adjei, Peter McKee, Linore Southworth 

2026:  John Bossung, Kate Gallagher, Felicia Kollie-Gambles, Nathan Powers 
 

Deacons 
Mary Bullis and Dodie Seagle, Co-moderators 

2024: Ruthanne Brod, Cynthia Dwyer, Mabel McGraw 
2025:  Kelly Crisfield, Carolyn Smith 

2026: Mary Bullis, Marie McClumpha, Dodie Seagle 
             

Trustees 
John Bossung, President 

2024:  David Adjei, Leif Hartmark, Laura Moody 
2025: John Bossung 

2026: Pete Seagle, Joy L. Tallmadge, Peter Wrede
 
 

CHURCH PROGRAM TEAM 
 

Rev. Heather Kirk-Davidoff, Pastor 
pastor@wpcalbany.org 

Cell: 240-281-5005 
 

Christopher Price, Music Director 
music@wpcalbany.org 

 
Belinda Quaye, Director of Christian Education 

ChristianEd@wpcalbany.org  
 

Emma Mrowka, Organist 
organist@wpcalbany.org 

 
 

 
 

CHURCH SUPPORT TEAM 
 

Lorraine Charboneau, Church Administrator 
office@wpcalbany.org 

 
CLE Commercial Services, Interior Cleaning 

 
Kim Deal, Communications Manager 

communications@wpcalbany.org 
 

John Fox, Grounds Maintenance 
 

Forrest Holroyd, Treasurer 
treasurer@wpcalbany.org 

 
Joy L. Tallmadge, Associate Sexton

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
262 State Street (Mail to: 85 Chestnut Street) 

Albany, New York 12210 
Office: (518) 436-8544 

Email: office@wpcalbany.org website: wpcalbany.org                       

 

https://wpcalbany.org/


  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 



 

 
 
 



 



 



 


